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Upcoming Meeting is October 7th, 2026 – Evening! ALL ARE WELCOME 

5:00 p.m. Social; 5:30 p.m. Business Meeting Begins 
 

AT THE MEETING WE WILL VOTE ON OUR BUDGET (SEE PAGE 3) 

 
ALL MEETINGS ARE NOW AT THE HOLIDAY INN 

880 N. Lee Hwy behind Applebee’s and Best Western 
We will be in a conference room downstairs. Come in through the main entrance, and 

there’s an elevator to the left. We will have a greeter. If you are a coffee drinker, there are 
two ‘bean to cup’ coffee machines in the back of the lobby area - grab a cup on your way to 

the conference room. 
 

Next Monthly Meeting is November 4th 2026 
10:00 a.m. Social; 10:30 a.m. Business Meeting Begins 

 
$25 ANNUAL DUES FOR 2026-2027 due SEPT. 1st – See Treasurer’s page for details. Bring 

cash or check to our meeting  
 
October Guest Speaker: Tammy Reid from Unity4Kids, an organization that provides support  
to families and children in crisis across Rockbridge County. 
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 
Happy Fall to everyone, even if it still feels like summer! Our fall picnic at 
the Glen Maury pavilion was blessed with excellent weather and plenty of 
willing hands. Over 40 people attended, and it seemed like we had more 
than that helping when it was time to clean up! It was a great opportunity 
to meet people that we don’t always see at other events. Thanks to 
everyone who helped with planning, setup, cleanup and all the details that 
make an event successful. I’m humbled by the resources that our club 
brings to the table.  
 
Our next major event is our Christmas party - look for the announcement 
below. This is our best-attended event, and we look forward to it every 
year. We’ll be looking for a few volunteers to form the temporary 
Christmas Party Committee, and there will be a signup sheet at our 
October meeting. 
 
Our exec committee is continuing work on interviewing other Newcomers 
groups. We expect to be able to report on what we’ve learned at our 
November meeting. 

mailto:newsletter@lexvanewcomers.org


 

 

Welcome 
Ashley Mon 

Publicity 
Open Position 

 
We have some great new members who we met through our booth at the 
Rockbridge Community Festival in August. Make sure to introduce 
yourselves to any new faces at our monthly meeting and other events. 
We’ve all been new members at one time - lets help them feel welcomed. 
 
Bill Kuhns 
 
 

******* Christmas Party ******* 
 
I know it's early, but mark your 
calendars! Our Christmas party this 
year is tentatively scheduled for 
Wednesday, December 2nd from 4-
6pm at the Virginia Horse Center 
Appomattox Mezzanine. Details will 
be confirmed over the next few 
weeks. As usual, the Christmas party 
takes the place of our December 
business meeting. We need a small 
group of volunteers to organize the 
event. There will be a sign up sheet at 
the October meeting, or contact Bill Kuhns 
(wkuhns@cedarlakedesign.com) or Nancy Pregnar 
(vp@lexvanewcomers.org). 
 
 

 
Newcomer Picnic – Fun times at Glen Maury Park 

 

. 
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TREASURER’S REPORT 
September 2026 

Submitted by John Ekin 8/26/2026 
Beginning Balance (August 28th Report)        $2,841.56 

TOTAL INCOME                                                  $ 1,800.00  
     Dues 2026-2027                                            $ 1,575.00  
     Picnic income                                                 $    225.00  
TOTAL EXPENSES:                                             $    (742.04)  
     Picnic Expenses                                             $    (156.85)  
     Stationary (business Cards& brochures)  $    (316.29)  
     Chamber of Commerce Subscriptio          $    (125.00)  
     Website Anti-Spam Service                        $    (143.40)  
     Zelle Service Fee……………………………………$    ($.0.50)  
Ending Balance – September 30th, 2026:     $ 3,899.52  
     This reconciled with the latest bank balance.  
 
How to pay your DUES:  By Cash, by check payable 
to GLNC and mailed to Barbara Ekin, Membership 
Chair, 24 Sky View Lane, Rockbridge Baths VA 24473 
AND NOW by using Zelle. Payments can be made 
from your online banking site, or the Zelle app on 
your phone.  The recipient is – 
treasurer@lexvanewcomers.org 
 
 
 
Join us monthly for Happy Hour on the 
2nd Wednesday of each month.  
Upcoming:  Sept. 9th from 5-7 at 
Devil’s Backbone. It’s a great chance to 
socialize.   

MEMBERSHIP  
   
We welcome new members Gladys 
Salva, and David & Barbara Humpton.  
David & Barbara learned about us at 
the recent Community Festival. 
Gladys found out about us thru her 
daughter.  We welcome them all and 
encourage current members to 
introduce yourselves to them. 
 
Our Fall Picnic was very successful; 
once again members shared a 
delicious variety of side dishes and 
desserts to accompany Kenny’s fried 
chicken. There were 43 members 
attending. 
 
Currently we have 193 members yet 
only 82 have paid for 2026-2027 this 
leave 111 still unpaid. Your dues help 
fund our Christmas Party, the Fall 
Picnic, rental of the meeting space, 
web site maintenance, brochures & 
business cards, Chamber of  
Commerce Dues, Community Festival 
Booth, postage stamps, checks, 
monthly gift certificate. 
 

 
THINKING OF YOU 

 
 
 
 

When life throws a curve ball, whether it’s an 
ailment, surgery or something else, it’s nice to 
know your fellow Newcomers are thinking of 
you. If you know of someone who could use 
some cheering up or just a good thought, email 
Nimfa Szarka (or call 848-210-0154), our 
Corresponding Secretary, and she will send a 
card on behalf of the Newcomers. 

PHOTO GALLERY 
Did you know that there 
is a photo gallery on the 
web page? And it is in 
need of some current 
pictures! Please send 

photos of your activities for the on-line photo 
album to John Ekin at 
webmaster@lexvanewcomers.org.  
For now, photos can also be sent to 
communications.lexvanewcomers@gmail.co
m for the newsletter.  Send to Jo Ritterbusch 
for the FaceBook page. Please take some 
photos at your next get together and send 
them to any of us. 

HAPPY HOUR 

mailto:ninnls1536@outlook.com
https://www.lexvanewcomers.org/
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file:///C:/Users/herma/Documents/_GLNC/2026_Newsletter/202602_Newsletter_GLNC/communications.lexvanewcomers@gmail.com
file:///C:/Users/herma/Documents/_GLNC/2026_Newsletter/202602_Newsletter_GLNC/communications.lexvanewcomers@gmail.com
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Highlights 

 
 

 

 
With many thanks to our hosts, the Dining Out 
group has six opportunities for the fourth 
quarter (October to December). These include 
House Mountain Inn, Creekside Bar & Grill, 
Taste of Cuba, The Frenchmen, Thai Staunton, 
and Taps. If you would like to sign up, please 
do so by following (or pasting) this link to your 
web browser: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0B4BA
5AA22A0F9C07-65609391-dining - / Please do 
remember to sign up for any partner/spouse 
that will be attending with you. 
If you are not on the mailing list for the Dining 
Out group but would like to be added, simply 
write Chip Bouzard at 
glnc.diningout@gmail.com.  
If you planned to host this quarter, you may 
do so by contacting Chip Bouzard at 
glnc.diningout@gmail.com. Alternatively, you 
can plan now for the first quarter of 2027 
(January through March). That season will be 
fast upon us! 
 
 
The Pinochle group meets on the second 
Wednesday of the month at 1:30. We are 
always seeking new players who know how to 
play or are interested in learning the game. 
Currently we have eight players, but we need 
substitutes. We play double-deck Pinochle 
and have sheets available with rules and 
melds to help those who may have played by 
different rules or melds. We try to play two 
games between 1:30 and 4:30.  
Hosts rotate and provide a dessert and 
beverage midway between the games. You 
are invited to come watch us play. Our next 
play date will be October 14 at the home of 
Judy Koenig. Please contact 
pinochle@lexvanewcomers.org for more 
information 
 

 

 
 
 
We have started a book club for women 
only.  The name of our group is "Novel 
Divas" and we meet the third Tuesday of the 
month at 1 o'clock.  Meetings are hosted 
each month by a different person and that 
person selects the book to be read and leads 
the discussion.  A light treat is prepared and 
served by the host.  Membership is limited 
to 11 and right now we have 8 participants. 
If interested contact Jane Stange 
jstange5440@gmail.com  
 
 
 
The next tasting cycle will be for the fall up 
to November 22 and we will be tasting 
Cabernet Franc. If you are interested in 
hosting this fall tasting cycle, and can 
accommodate between 6 and 8 people, or if 
you are interested in becoming a part of 
the wine-tasting group, or would like more 
information, please email me at 
winegroupchair@lexvanewcomers.org. with 
your email address and name, and for 
hosts, the number you can accommodate, 
the date and the time. New wine tasters are 
welcome. Marilou Schindler 

 

New Women’s Book Club 

Wine Tasting 

Pinochle 
 

Dining Out—the Side 

Dish 

 

Hiking Group at Cole Mountain  

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0B4BA5AA22A0F9C07-65609391-dining#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0B4BA5AA22A0F9C07-65609391-dining#/
mailto:glnc.diningout@gmail.com
mailto:glnc.diningout@gmail.com
mailto:jstange5440@gmail.com


 

 

 
 
 
 

 
Saturday, October 24  

Ferrum College, Ferrum, VA 
10:00 AM to 5:00 PM 

 
Experience the rich heritage and folklife traditions in this celebration of musicians, 

craftspeople, cooks, moonshiners, craftsmen and much more 

• Storytelling 

• Horse Pulls 

• Mule Jumping Contests 

• Coon Dog Races 

• Still Demonstrations 

• 4 Stages presenting  Blue Ridge Roots music, 

traditional and contemporary 

• Tractor Pulls and Car show 

• Ride a mechanical bull 

• Dunking tank 

       …And so much more

 

PLUS over 100 arts and crafts artisans offering handmade jewelry, folk art, woodworking, pottery, textiles, and 

more.  

 

https://www.ferrum.edu/brim/blue-ridge-folklife-festival/ 
Thoroughly authentic says the New York Times!  

 

Don’t miss this largest regional event of its kind in Virginia. There’s nothing like it in the Commonwealth.  

Mark your calendars today.  

Details: 

 

This event is organized by Don Brooke. Janet and Charlie will gather attending #s and carpool requests.  

 

Driving time is approximately 1 hour and 40 minutes.  

 

Entrance is free. However there is a $20 parking fee per car. We highly recommend carpooling. Of course, you 

may attend on your own time frame and organize car-pooling on your own. However,  either way, please let us 

know if you plan to attend. This helps us track interest in activities we offer.  

 

To sign up, send the following information to Janet Gibson janethgibson@gmail.com or Charlie Page 

chasdpage@gmail.com 

 

1. Number and names of newcomer members in your group? 

2. Are you attending and driving on your own?  

3. Are you interested in carpooling? Are you offering to drive or looking for a ride? Your answer maybe 

either one. If offering drive, how many passengers can you take 

Special Activities 

The activities committee: Janet Gibson (janethgibson@gmail.com), Chair; Don Brooke 
(donbrooke@gmail.com), Charlie Page (chasdpage@gmail.com) 

https://www.ferrum.edu/brim/blue-ridge-folklife-festival/
mailto:janethgibson@gmail.com
mailto:chasdpage@gmail.com
file:///C:/Users/herma/Documents/_GLNC/2026_Newsletter/202602_Newsletter_GLNC/janethgibson@gmail.com
file:///C:/Users/herma/Documents/_GLNC/2026_Newsletter/202602_Newsletter_GLNC/donbrooke@gmail.com
file:///C:/Users/herma/Documents/_GLNC/2026_Newsletter/202602_Newsletter_GLNC/chasdpage@gmail.com
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 

October 2026 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1 2  
TBD Hiking 
TBD Board 
Silly 

3 

4 5 6 7 
5:00 pm social/5:30 
meeting. GLNC 
Meeting 

8 9 
TBD Hiking 
TBD Morning 
Coffee/Tea 

10 
 

11 12 13 14 
1:30pm Pinochle 
5:00pmHappy 
Hour/Devil’s 
Backbone 

15 16 
TBD Hiking 

17 

18 19 20 
1:00 pm 
Novel 
Divas 

21 

1:00 pm  
Bunko 

22 
9:00am 
Bunko 

23 
TBD Hiking 
TBD Morning 
Coffee/Tea 

24 

25 26 
 

27 28 
6:00 pm  Poker 
 

29 30 31 

       

 
 

November 2026 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 2 3 
ELECTION 

DAY 

4 
10 am social/10:30 
meeting. GLNC 
Meeting 

5 6 
TBD Hiking 

TBD Board Silly 

7 

8 9 10 11 
1:30pm Pinochle 
5:00pm Happy 
Hour/Devil’s 
Backbone 

12 13 
TBD Hiking 

No morning 
coffee/tea in 
Nov/Dec 

14 

15 16 17 
1:00 pm 
Novel 
Divas 

18 

1:00 pm  
Bunko 

 

19 20 
TBD Hiking 

21 

 

22 23 24 25 

6:00 pm  Poker 
 

26 

9:00am 
Bunko 

27 
TBD Hiking 
TBD Morning 
Coffee/Tea 

28 

29 30      

See following pages for more information about INTEREST GROUPS. 
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BOARD SILLY  
The "Board Silly", is now 'traipsing' around the gameboards at full 
steam! Participants take turns hosting to play on the first Friday of 
each month. If you are interested in joining us, contact JoAnn 
Ritterbusch at vabramma@gmail.com or call or text, 845-661 9075. 

  
BUNCO   
Come roll with the Bunko ladies! For more information, please 
contact Jo Ritterbusch at vabramma@gmail.com or call or text, 845-
661 9075. 
Fourth Thursday morning Bunco group. After a light breakfast served 
by the hostess, the group plays from 9:00 to 10:45-11:00. Wednesday 
Bunko group plays on the third Wednesday of the month at 1:00 p.m. 
followed by dessert.  

 

 
MORNING COFFEE (OR TEA)  
The ladies’ coffee club meets the second and fourth Friday of every 
month for brunch or lunch, respectively. Generally, They’re at Sweet 
Treats for a late breakfast and at different area restaurants for lunch. 
Email Margery Harrill at margeryharrill@gmail.com for more 
information. 
 

 PINOCHLE  
The Pinochle group meets on the second Wednesday of the month at 
1:30. We play double-deck Pinochle and have sheets available with 
rules and melds to help those who may have played by different rules 
or melds. We try to play two games between 1:30 and 4:30.  
Hosts rotate and provide a dessert and beverage midway between 
the games. If you are interested in learning the game and being a sub, 
you are invited to come watch us play. Please contact Marilou 
Schindler at  pinochle@lexvanewcomers.org for more information. 
 

 POKER     
The Newcomers Poker Group currently has seven active members 
who meet in the evenings on the 4th Wednesday of each month at 
6:00pm at Joe Little’s home. Please contact Joe Little if you are 
interested: LittleLane24473@gmail.com 

  
DINING OUT  
Dining Out – The Side Dish A new year means the start of our first 
quarter round of dining out experiences. Readers familiar with GLNC’s 
Dining Out group know that members simply sign up to go out to 
dinner and pay “Dutch treat.” It is a great way to spend time with 
friends, both old and new while you eat a good meal. If you are not 
on the mailing list but would like to be included, simply email Chip 

mailto:vabramma@gmail.com
mailto:vabramma@gmail.com
file:///C:/Users/herma/Documents/_GLNC/2026_Newsletter/202602_Newsletter_GLNC/margeryharrill@gmail.com
mailto:pinochle@lexvanewcomers.org
file:///C:/Users/herma/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Olk/Attachments/ooa-53a321bd-fe82-479f-99d6-3eb09e252430/5a5e9cf52150d7957e6f1ba97db908ac5d496cfddda039aa9092ad27e0e5cc07/LittleLane24473@gmail.com
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Bouzard at glnc.diningout@gmail.com and request that your name be 
added to the mail list. Finally, be sure that your computer inbox is not 
full and that glnc.diningout@gmail.com is not blocked so that you can 
receive occasional messages about this GLNC group. 
 

 

WINE TASTING  
The winetasting is an opportunity to try different wines within a given 
group Each couple or single taster will bring a bottle of the specified 
wine of their choice (costing between $8 and $24 per bottle). Each 
taster/couple should also bring an item for a charcuterie board that 
will complement the wine (meat or seafood item, cheese, crackers, 
raw vegetable or raw fruit, or chocolate, as per host). More 
information: winegroupchair@lexvanewcomers.org 
If you are interested in becoming a part of this group or would like 
more information, please email me at 
winegroupchair@lexvanewcomers.org with your email address and 
name. New wine tasters are welcome. 
 

 

HIKING GROUP  
The Newcomers Hiking Group hikes every Friday weather permitting. 
Each week Don, Debbie or a designated person will announce where 
the hike will be including a relative degree of difficulty and elevation. 
The Group has begun offering hikes on a Saturday so if you haven't 
signed up yet because of the Friday-only hikes consider sending Don 
or Debbie your name and email address to add to the hiking emails so 
that you will see which Saturday a hike is offered. Send it to 
donbrooke@gmail.com or Debbie Maurer at 2mtprs@gmail.com.  
 
 

 

MAKER’S INTEREST GROUP  
 
If you are interested in joining this group that explores technology 
focused on making things, contact Bill Kuhns at 
wkuhns@cedarlakedesign.com 

 

 

Novel Divas Book Club 
 
Our new book club meets the third Tuesday of the month at 1 
o'clock.  Meetings are hosted each month by a different person and 
that person selects the book to be read and leads the discussion.  A 
light treat is prepared and served by the host.  Membership is limited 
to 11 and right now we have 8 participants. If interested contact Jane 
Stange jstange5440@gmail.com 
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