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Upcoming Meeting is September 2"% 2026 — ALL ARE WELCOME
10:00 a.m. Social; 10:30 a.m. Business Meeting Begins

ALL MEETINGS ARE NOW AT THE HOLIDAY INN
880 N. Lee Hwy behind Applebee’s and Best Western
We will be in a conference room downstairs. Come in through the main entrance, and
there’s an elevator to the left. We will have a greeter. If you are a coffee drinker, there are
two ‘bean to cup’ coffee machines in the back of the lobby area - grab a cup on your way to
the conference room.

Next Monthly Meeting is October 7t 2026 — EVENING MEETING!
5:00 p.m. Social; 5:30 p.m. Business Meeting Begins

$25 ANNUAL DUES FOR 2026-2027 due SEPT. 15t — See Membership page for details. Bring
cash or check to our meeting

New Officers Elected in June for Fall 2026 through Fall 2027

President — Bill Kuhns
Vice President — Nancy Pregnar
Secretary — Peggy Page
Treasurer — John Ekin
Thank you to Charlotte Blackburn, Bob Biersack, and Bill Kuhns for serving on the committee.

September Guest Speaker: There will be no speaker. Time will be devoted to a number of
discussion points instead.

June Guest Speaker: James Lambert, newly appointed Director of Lifelong Learning and
Professor of English at W&L, spoke about the various opportunities available to the public
including travel https://www.wlu.edu/alumni/lifelong-learning

OFFICERS MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
President Happy end-of-summer to everyone! I've been reflecting on our time here
Bill Kuhns and I’'m tremendously grateful to be part of this welcoming group that made

Vice President us feel at home. I'd like to share two things that Cindy and | have found
Nancy Pregnar  helpful in getting the most out of our Newcomers experience:
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volunteering to help with club activities, and attending interest group
events and outings. Both give us a chance to get to know more people and
feel more connected to the community.

| hope you can attend our first meeting of the GLNC year. It will be on
September 2nd at the Holiday Inn in Lexington. As usual, it will begin with
social time at 10:00, and the business meeting will start at 10:30.

Our Executive Committee this year consists of myself, Nancy Pregnar as
VP, John Ekin as treasurer, Peggy Page as secretary, and Ramona as past
president to keep us in line. We're talking with other Newcomers groups
around the country to see how they’re organized and see if there are ideas
that we can incorporate. We'll also be blowing the dust off of our bylaws
and updating them for your review and approval.

Based on a suggestion from last year, we’re contemplating a combination
meeting / potluck dinner in February, with details to be discussed. Please

share any thoughts or ideas with myself or Nancy.

Bill Kuhns



TREASURER’S REPORT
June-August 2026

Submitted by John Ekin 8/26/2026

Beginning Balance (May 2026 Report)

TOTAL INCOME
Dues 2025-2026

TOTAL EXPENSES:
Holiday Inn tax on rental
Postage stamps
Snack for meeting

Ending Balance — August 26, 2026:

$2,513.74

$ 375.00
$ 375.00

$ (47.18)
$ (10.60)
$ (15.60)
$ (20.98)

$2,841.56

This reconciled with the latest bank balance.

Note: Dues may be paid in Cash, by check AND
NOW by using Zelle. Payments can be made from
your online banking site, or the Zelle app on your

phone. The recipient is —
treasurer@lexvanewcomers.org

HAPPY HOUR

Join us monthly for Happy Hour on the
2"d Wednesday of each month.
Upcoming: Sept. 9th from 5-7 at

Devil’s Backbone. It’s a great chance to

socialize.

THINKING OF YOU

A~ e

(3 cards were sent this month.)

Get Well card sent to Debbie Slater and

two Sympathy cards to Ruth Smith and to Margery

Harrell.

When life throws a curve ball, whether it’s an
ailment, surgery or something else, it’s nice to know
your fellow Newcomers are thinking of you. If you
know of someone who could use some cheering up
or just a good thought, email Nimfa Szarka (or call
848-210-0154), our Corresponding Secretary, and
she will send a card on behalf of the Newcomers.

MEMBERSHIP

Welcome to our new members
Shanna & Eddie Francis, lvy Noel,
Linda Adames, Lisa Zanni, Constance
Mattson, Kevin McCusty and Scott

Robertson.

As of Aug 18, we have 189

members. Dues have been paid by 15
members...174 are unpaid for the
fiscal year Sept. 1, 2026 to June 30,
2027.

ANNUAL DUES for 2026-2027 of
$25/person are due Sept.1%.

Hear Yea, Hear Yea!

Payment should be cash
(pay at 9/2"¢ meeting) or
by check payable to
GLNC.

Mail to Barbara Ekin,
Membership Chair

24 Sky View Lane, Rockbridge Baths
VA 24473

PHOTO GALLERY

Did you know that
there is a photo
gallery on the web
page? And itisin
need of some current
pictures! Please send photos of your
activities for the on-line photo album to
John Ekin at
webmaster@lexvanewcomers.org.

For now, photos can also be sent to
communications.lexvanewcomers@gmail
.com for the newsletter. Send to Jo
Ritterbusch for the FaceBook page.
Please take some photos at your next get
together and send them to any of us.
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Highlights

Dining Out - The Side Dish

Dining Out—the Side Dish. Consider this your
official invitation to host a Dining Out event in
the fourth quarter, October through
December. | know, it seems like October is a
long way off, but Walmart reminds us that
Halloween is almost here. Thus, it is not too
early to volunteer.

For those who are unfamiliar with the Dining
Out Group, here is a short Q & A:

Q1: What is the Dining Out group? A: The
group consists of club members who enjoy
dining out at restaurants in the larger
geographical area of Lexington.

Q2: How does the Dining Out group work? A:
Each quarter, volunteer hosts select a
restaurant of their choice (usually in Lexington
or within an hour's drive of Lexington) and
make reservations for a group of 6 to 9 (or
more), including the hosts themselves. The
hosts provide Chip Bouzard
(glnc.diningout@gmail.com) with that
information and he advertises to the group via
direct e-mail and out newsletter. Group
members then sign-up on-line and join old
and new friends on the appointed date. Diners
receive a reminder shortly before the chosen
date and guests pay for their own meals.

Q3: How do | get on the list to be informed
of opportunities? A: If you are interested in
dining out with other GLNC members for the
first time, please email Chip Bouzard at this
dedicated email address:
[gInc.diningout@gmail.com]ginc.diningout@g
mail.com.

Q: How do I sign up to be a host? A: Again,
pick a restaurant and select a date and time.
Sometimes, restaurants use a system that
will disallow reservations more than 30 days
in advance BUT if you phone when they are
open, they will almost always make the
reservation. Then let Bouzard know.

If you would like to host during the fourth
quarter (October through December), or
simply would like more information, again
please email ginc.diningout@gmail.com
You may also call Chip Bouzard at 319-229-
3805 and leave a message.

Bon appetite everyone!

Pinochle

The Pinochle group meets on the second
Wednesday of the month at 1:30. We are
always seeking new players who know how
to play or are interested in learning the
game. Currently we have eight players, but
we need substitutes. We play double-deck
Pinochle and have sheets available with
rules and melds to help those who may have
played by different rules or melds. We try
to play two games between 1:30 and 4:30.
Hosts rotate and provide a dessert and
beverage midway between the games. You
are invited to come watch us play. Our next
play date will be September 9 at the home
of David Connolly. Please contact
pinochle@lexvanewcomers.org for more
information. Marilou Schindler
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Hiking

Don Brooke and Deb Maurer, long time
leaders of the Hiking Group (aka the lunch
crew), lead a group at Dobie Mountain, site of
a mysterious plane
crash.http://hikevirginia.com/dobie-
mountain-plane-crash/

the hikes to allow many members to
participate. Some hikes are near are further
afield. Don does great research on near by
food venues to enjoy after our exertions.

donbrooke@gmail.com

Wine Tasting

The next tasting cycle will be September and
October, and we will be tasting Cabernet
Franc. | am seeking two or three hosts for
this fall tasting cycle, and ask that you
accommodate between 6 and 8 people. If
you are interested in hosting or becoming a
part of this group, or would like more
information, please email me at
winegroupchair@lexvanewcomers.org. with
your email address and name. And for hosts,
the number you can host, the date and time.
New wine tasters are welcome. Marilou
Schindler

So who has the winning hand? Bird’s eye
view of Joe Little’s living room. See activities
for how to sign up.
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SPECIAL ACTIVITIES
The activities committee: Janet Gibson (janethgibson@gmail.com), Chair; Don Brooke
(donbrooke@gmail.com), Charlie Page (chasdpage@gmail.com)

There are no special activities but lots going on in the Fall to enjoy independently or with
Newcomer friends.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Sunday | Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5
10 am social/10:30 TBD Hiking
meeting. GLNC TBD Board Silly
Meeting
6 6 8 9 10 11 | 12
1:30pm Pinochle TBD Hiking
5:00pm Happy TBD Morning
Hour/Devil’s Coffee/Tea
Backbone
13 14 15 16 17 18 | 19
TBD Hiking
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
6:00 pm Poker 9:00am TBD Hiking
Bunko TBD Morning
Coffee/Tea
27 28 29 30

Men’s Book Group — Date/Time TBD

Sunday | Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3
TBD Hiking
TBD Board
Silly
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
5:00 pm TBD Hiking
social/5:30 TBD Morning
meeting. GLNC Coffee/Tea
Meeting
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
1:30pm Pinochle TBD Hiking
5:00pm Happy
Hour/Devil’s
Backbone
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
9:00am TBD Hiking
Bunko TBD Morning
Coffee/Tea
25 26 27 28 29 30 31
6:00 pm Poker
Other: Upcoming:

See following pages for more information about INTEREST GROUPS.



BOARD SILLY

r. ..'. : The "Board Silly", is now 'traipsing' around the gameboards at full

u o 2 steam! Participants take turns hosting to play on the first Friday of

u ’ *e each month. If you are interested in joining us, contact JoAnn

nm e Ritterbusch at vabramma@gmail.com or call or text, 845-661 9075.
BUNCO

Come roll with the Bunko ladies! For more information, please
contact Jo Ritterbusch at vabramma@gmail.com or call or text, 845-
661 9075.

Fourth Thursday morning Bunco group. After a light breakfast served
by the hostess, the group plays from 9:00 to 10:45-11:00. Wednesday
Bunko group plays on the third Wednesday of the month at 1:00 p.m.
followed by dessert.

MORNING COFFEE (OR TEA)
The ladies’ coffee club meets the second and fourth Friday of every

‘QQE:D month for brunch or lunch, respectively. Generally, They’re at Sweet

—— Treats for a late breakfast and at different area restaurants for lunch.
Email Margery Harrill at margeryharrill@gmail.com for more
information.

PINOCHLE

The Pinochle group meets on the second Wednesday of the month at
1:30. We play double-deck Pinochle and have sheets available with
A rules and melds to help those who may have played by different rules
v

or melds. We try to play two games between 1:30 and 4:30.

Hosts rotate and provide a dessert and beverage midway between
the games. If you are interested in learning the game and being a sub,
you are invited to come watch us play. Please contact Marilou
Schindler at pinochle@lexvanewcomers.org for more information.

3 £

POKER

The Newcomers Poker Group currently has seven active members
who meet in the evenings on the 4t Wednesday of each month at
6:00pm at Joe Little’s home. Please contact Joe Little if you are
interested: LittleLane24473@gmail.com

DINING OUT
Dining Out — The Side Dish A new year means the start of our first
guarter round of dining out experiences. Readers familiar with GLNC’s

AN ~ o . .

<> ¥ Dining Out group know that members simply sign up to go out to
T '”f*,‘ ? dinner and pay “Dutch treat.” It is a great way to spend time with
?"\: 7 1l friends, both old and new while you eat a good meal. If you are not

on the mailing list but would like to be included, simply email Chip
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Bouzard at glnc.diningout@gmail.com and request that your name be
added to the mail list. Finally, be sure that your computer inbox is not
full and that glnc.diningout@gmail.com is not blocked so that you can
receive occasional messages about this GLNC group.

WINE TASTING

The winetasting is an opportunity to try different wines within a given
group Each couple or single taster will bring a bottle of the specified
wine of their choice (costing between $8 and $24 per bottle). Each
taster/couple should also bring an item for a charcuterie board that
will complement the wine (meat or seafood item, cheese, crackers,
raw vegetable or raw fruit, or chocolate, as per host). More
information: winegroupchair@lexvanewcomers.org

If you are interested in becoming a part of this group or would like
more information, please email me at
winegroupchair@lexvanewcomers.org with your email address and
name. New wine tasters are welcome.

HIKING GROUP

The Newcomers Hiking Group hikes every Friday weather permitting.
Each week Don, Debbie or a designated person will announce where
the hike will be including a relative degree of difficulty and elevation.
The Group has begun offering hikes on a Saturday so if you haven't
signed up yet because of the Friday-only hikes consider sending Don
or Debbie your name and email address to add to the hiking emails so
that you will see which Saturday a hike is offered. Send it to
donbrooke@gmail.com or Debbie Maurer at 2mtprs@gmail.com.

MAKER’S INTEREST GROUP

If you are interested in joining this group that explores technology
focused on making things, contact Bill Kuhns at
wkuhns@cedarlakedesign.com
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