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VENUE CHANGE FOR MEETINGS
Upcoming Meeting is June 3rd, 2026 — ALL ARE WELCOME
10:00 a.m. Social; 10:30 a.m. Business Meeting Begins
VOTING for new slate of Officers!

President — Bill Kuhns
Vice President — Nancy Pregnar
Secretary — Peggy Page
Treasurer — John Ekin
Thank you to Charlotte Blackburn, Bob Biersack, and Bill Kuhns for serving on the committee.

HOLIDAY INN
880 N. Lee Hwy behind Applebee’s and Best Western
We will be in a conference room downstairs. Come in through the main entrance, and
there’s an elevator to the left. We will have a greeter. If you are a coffee drinker, there are
two ‘bean to cup’ coffee machines in the back of the lobby area - grab a cup on your way to
the conference room.

Next Regular Monthly Meeting is September 2nd, 2026 — ALL ARE WELCOME!
10:00 a.m. Social; 10:30 a.m. Business Meeting Begins
Holiday Inn, 880 N. Lee Hwy behind Applebee’s and Best Western

June Guest Speaker: James Lambert, newly appointed Director of Lifelong Learning and
Professor of English at W&L, will tell us about this opportunity.

i MAY SPEAKER HIGHLIGHTS Anita Givens of the Rockbridge Area
LLINERY Visitor Centers told there are 3 visitor centers for Rockbridge:
DE one in Lexington at 106 E. Washington St, in BV at 595 E. 29t St
i ~ (Innovation Center) and one in the Natural Bridge State Park
i\ Visitor Center. Their website has links to information on local
.ﬁ*ﬁ" special places as well a calendar of events.
B8 https://lexingtonvirginia.com

OFFICERS MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
President Newcomers Friends,
Ramona
Bouzard | want to thank each of you for all you have done to make our '25-26 club

Vice President  year full of community building and friendship. Repeatedly, you have been
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willing to volunteer, think creatively, and invite others to be part of our
club's work and play. You are inspiring!

On June 3, 10:00 AM, we meet for our final 2025-26, social time and 10:30
business meeting at the Holiday Inn Express in Lexington, in the small
conference room, where we met in May. It is a meeting you won't want to
miss as we will be voting on new officers for the 2026-27 club year, and
our speaker will be James Lambert, newly appointed Director of Lifelong
Learning and Professor of English at W&L. Do remember to pick up club
cards and/or brochures while you are there, so you can share them with
people you meet over the summer.

While our monthly gatherings for social/business meetings will be on
hiatus until Wednesday, September 2nd, our Interest Groups, Special
Activities, Devil's Backbone happy hour- 5 pm, on the 2nd Wed., of each
month, and community events (see the "Summer Events" document) will
continue your opportunities to reach out to one another and our
neighbors.

Looking ahead, please mark your calendars for:

e Rockbridge Community Festival, Saturday, August 29, 9 AM - 3 PM.
Entrance is free and GLNC will have a booth to welcome new folks
and educate the community about our work. We hope you will
consider volunteering to help on the planning or work at the booth
that day.

e Saturday, September 18, Newcomers Picnic, 1-3 PM, at the Upper
Pavilion, Glen Maury Park. More details will be forthcoming, but if
you haven't preciously attended, the fellowship and potluck food
are wonderful and the view is beautiful.

| want to personally thank the executive committee members who
continue their work over the summer until new folks enter into positions in
August. These are the folks who guide and support our leadership work
and monthly meetings.

e Bill Kuhns- VP, John Ekin-Treasurer, Deb Bodner - newsletter
editor, Duncan Charlton-2024-25 president, Barbara Ekin-
membership chair, Jacke Rose Boston.

Thanks also to Ashley Mon- Welcome Table, and Nimfa Szarka who sends
cards to encourage and support members.

To you all who do the daily work at the heart of our club, our Interest
Group and Special Activities event leaders; you have provided marvelous

leadership in your efforts this year and we are grateful.

| give thanks every day for our communications folks:



e Lee Charlton and Kathy Kozak for arranging for newspaper notices

e A huge "shout out" to Deb Bodner who served as newsletter editor
for at least 7 years, and who has helped to equip new leadership
folks, beginning with Christine Herman, who helped us make the
transition, and Jan Smith, who has agreed to edit and compile our
monthly newsletter this coming year, though she actually began
that work a couple of months ago!

Thank you to all of our members for the opportunity and privilege to work
with you these past 2 years. Please be in touch with me if you wish to
volunteer for upcoming events, or if you have questions or input between
now and August!

Peace,
Ramona Bouzard



TREASURER’S REPORT
March 2026
Submitted by John Ekin 4/30/2026

Beginning Balance (April 2026 Report) $2,723.74
TOTAL INCOME $ 75.00
Dues 2025-2026 S 75.00
TOTAL EXPENSES: $ (285.00)
Holiday Inn Rent S (200.00)
Community Festival Booth. S (85.00)
Ending Balance — May 28, 2026: $2,513.74

This reconciled with the latest bank balance.

HAPPY HOUR

Join us monthly for Happy Hour on the
2" Wednesday.

Upcoming: June 10th from 5-7 at
Devil’s Backbone. It’s a great chance to
socialize. Continues through summer
on the second Wednesday of the
month.

A e

THINKING OF YOU

)
-\% (3 cards were sent this month.)
K Get Well cards to Lauralee Hart and
Debbie Slater and to Ramona Bouzard for her

cataract surgery.

When life throws a curve ball, whether it’s an
ailment, surgery or something else, it’s nice to know
your fellow Newcomers are thinking of you. If you
know of someone who could use some cheering up
or just a good thought, email Nimfa Szarka (or call
848-210-0154), our Corresponding Secretary, and
she will send a card on behalf of the Newcomers.

MEMBERSHIP

Total paid members as of
5/28/26: 176

Welcome to our new members
Jane & Richard Sussenbach
Karen & John Siegfried

Note: We will be using write-on
name tags for meetings. Feel free to
pick up one at the sign-in desk.

MEMBERSHIP DUES:
2026-2027 Annual Membership Dues
are due September 1, 2026. Please
make a note of this date and, pretty

please, send your payment on time.

Checks should be made payable to
GLNC. Cash accepted gladly at the
September 2nd meeting.

Mail checks to
GLNC c/o Barbara Ekin
24 Sky View Lane
Rockbridge Baths, VA 24473

PHOTO GALLERY
Did you know that
there is a photo
gallery on the web
page? And itisin
need of some
current pictures! Please send photos of
your activities for the on-line photo
album to John Ekin at
webmaster@lexvanewcomers.org.

For now, photos can also be sent to
communications.lexvanewcomers@gmail
.com for the newsletter. Send to Jo
Ritterbusch for the FaceBook page.
Please take some photos at your next get
together and send them to any of us.
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Highlights

Dining Out - The Side Dish

Dining Out—the Side Dish. A few slots are
still available for those who wish to dine out
with other newcomers in this second
quarter of the year. Specifically, there are
openings on June 3 at Water Dog
(Lynchburg) hosted by Peggy and Charlie
Page, and on June 10 at Blu Point Seafood
Co. (Staunton) hosted by Barbara and John
Ekin. You can sign up for available slots by
clicking on
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0B4
BA5AA22A0F9C07-63063739-glnc -/

If you are bringing a partner, be sure to
indicate “2” when you sign up.

If you would like to be added to the Dining
Out mailing list, please let Chip Bouzard
know by sending a note

to glnc.diningout@gmail.com.

Those wishing to host a dining out event
during the third quarter (July to September)
should let Bouzard know even if you are not
prepared to select a date quite yet. Hosting
is easy! Simply 1. pick a restaurant, 2. make
a reservation, and 3. let Bouzard know so he
can promote your event. Write him

at glnc.diningout@gmail.com. A note:
some restaurants use an on-line reservation
service with a 30 window. If, however, you
phone the restaurant during business
hours, managers are almost always happy
to take a reservation for a group well in
advance. When you do make that
reservation, consider making it for an odd
number so that our single GLNC members
feel as welcomed as they are.

Pinochle

The Pinochle group meets on the second
Wednesday of the month at 1:30. We are
always seeking new players who know
how to play or are interested in learning
the game. Currently we have eight
players, but we need substitutes. We play
double-deck Pinochle and have sheets
available with rules and melds to help
those who may have played by different
rules or melds. We try to play two games
between 1:30 and 4:30.

Hosts rotate and provide a dessert and
beverage midway between the games.
You are invited to come watch us play.
Our next play date will be June 10 at the
home of Charlie and Peggy Page. Please
contact pinochle@lexvanewcomers.org
for more information.

Wine Tasting

The next tasting cycle will be June and July,
and we will be tasting Tempranillo. We
have one host lined up for wine tasting on
June 27 at 5:00. If you are interested in
becoming a part of this group, this tasting
cycle, would like to host a tasting of
between 6 and 8 people, or would like more
information, please email me at
winegroupchair@lexvanewcomers.org. with
your email address and name. New wine
tasters are welcome.

Summer Goings On

Remember to check out the new Summer
Events listing on our website. Always
something going on in the area.

Click here
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SPECIAL ACTIVITIES
The activities committee: Janet Gibson (janethgibson@gmail.com), Chair; Don Brooke
(donbrooke@gmail.com), Charlie Page (chasdpage@gmail.com)

JUNE 18™ AT 10:00 AM!
Thanks to the diligence of Charlie Page, we are scheduled for June 18™. Following the
tour, Charlie is arranging an organ recital at the neighboring church. And then there is
always lunch in Staunton!

Contact Charlie Page if interested Charlie Page

TAYLOR & BOODY ORGAN BUILDERS TOUR
June 18t 2026

Originally offered for April, due to travels for
installations, this tour is now planned for June.
Date and details for signing up will be sent to all
members via email as soon as possible.

Located in a renovated school building near
Staunton, Taylor & Boody specializes in
designing and building high- quaI|ty pipe organs, firmly grounded in historical tradition.
Virtually all parts of the organs are made in-house, including the metal pipes and reed
stops. Each project is a unique creation requiring thousands of hours of design, study and
manufacturing. In over forty-five years of business the company has completed more than
ninety instruments and undertaken museum quality restorations of significant historic
organs.

¢ Observe and learn about the steps in the production process.
e Hear about the company history and some of their major projects.
e Participate in Q & A time.

Learn More at https://taylorandboody.com/

Click to contact Trip organizer: Charlie Page.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Sunday | Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 23 4 |5 6
10 am social/10:30 TBD Hiking
meeting. GLNC TBD Board Silly
Meeting
7 8 910 11 | 12 13
1:30pm Pinochle TBD Hiking
5:00pm Happy TBD Morning
Hour/Devil’s Coffee/Tea
Backbone
14 15 16 | 17 18 | 19 20
1:00pm Bunko TBD Hiking
21 22 23 | 24 24 26 27
6:00 pm Poker 9:00am TBD Hiking
Bunko TBD Morning
Coffee/Tea
28 | 29 30

Sunday | Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 HOLIDAY!!
TBD Hiking
TBD Board
Silly
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
1:30pm Pinochle TBD Hiking
5:00pm Happy TBD Morning
Hour/Devil’s Coffee/Tea
Backbone
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
1:00pm Bunko TBD Hiking
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
9:00am TBD Hiking
Bunko TBD Morning
Coffee/Tea
26 27 28 29 30 31
6:00 pm Poker
Other: Upcoming:
Men’s Book Group — Date/Time TBD NOTE: HAPPY HOUR at Devil’s Backbone
continues all summer

See following pages for more information about INTEREST GROUPS.



BOARD SILLY

r. ..'. : The "Board Silly", is now 'traipsing' around the gameboards at full

u o 2 steam! Participants take turns hosting to play on the first Friday of

u ’ *e each month. If you are interested in joining us, contact JoAnn

nm e Ritterbusch at vabramma@gmail.com or call or text, 845-661 9075.
BUNCO

Come roll with the Bunko ladies! For more information, please
contact Jo Ritterbusch at vabramma@gmail.com or call or text, 845-
661 9075.

Fourth Thursday morning Bunco group. After a light breakfast served
by the hostess, the group plays from 9:00 to 10:45-11:00. Wednesday
Bunko group plays on the third Wednesday of the month at 1:00 p.m.
followed by dessert.

MORNING COFFEE (OR TEA)
The ladies’ coffee club meets the second and fourth Friday of every

‘QQE:D month for brunch or lunch, respectively. Generally, They’re at Sweet

—— Treats for a late breakfast and at different area restaurants for lunch.
Email Margery Harrill at margeryharrill@gmail.com for more
information.

PINOCHLE

The Pinochle group meets on the second Wednesday of the month at
1:30. We play double-deck Pinochle and have sheets available with
A rules and melds to help those who may have played by different rules
v

or melds. We try to play two games between 1:30 and 4:30.

Hosts rotate and provide a dessert and beverage midway between
the games. If you are interested in learning the game and being a sub,
you are invited to come watch us play. Please contact Marilou
Schindler at pinochle@lexvanewcomers.org for more information.

3 £

POKER

The Newcomers Poker Group currently has seven active members
who meet in the evenings on the 4t Wednesday of each month at
6:00pm at Joe Little’s home. Please contact Joe Little if you are
interested: LittleLane24473@gmail.com

DINING OUT
Dining Out — The Side Dish A new year means the start of our first
guarter round of dining out experiences. Readers familiar with GLNC’s

AN ~ o . .

<> ¥ Dining Out group know that members simply sign up to go out to
T '”f*,‘ ? dinner and pay “Dutch treat.” It is a great way to spend time with
?"\: 7 1l friends, both old and new while you eat a good meal. If you are not

on the mailing list but would like to be included, simply email Chip


mailto:vabramma@gmail.com
mailto:vabramma@gmail.com
file:///C:/Users/herma/Documents/_GLNC/2026_Newsletter/202602_Newsletter_GLNC/margeryharrill@gmail.com
mailto:pinochle@lexvanewcomers.org
file:///C:/Users/herma/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Olk/Attachments/ooa-53a321bd-fe82-479f-99d6-3eb09e252430/5a5e9cf52150d7957e6f1ba97db908ac5d496cfddda039aa9092ad27e0e5cc07/LittleLane24473@gmail.com

)
d
—

Al

Bouzard at glnc.diningout@gmail.com and request that your name be
added to the mail list. Finally, be sure that your computer inbox is not
full and that glnc.diningout@gmail.com is not blocked so that you can
receive occasional messages about this GLNC group.

WINE TASTING

The winetasting is an opportunity to try different wines within a given
group Each couple or single taster will bring a bottle of the specified
wine of their choice (costing between $8 and $24 per bottle). Each
taster/couple should also bring an item for a charcuterie board that
will complement the wine (meat or seafood item, cheese, crackers,
raw vegetable or raw fruit, or chocolate, as per host). More
information: winegroupchair@lexvanewcomers.org

If you are interested in becoming a part of this group or would like
more information, please email me at
winegroupchair@lexvanewcomers.org with your email address and
name. New wine tasters are welcome.

HIKING GROUP

The Newcomers Hiking Group hikes every Friday weather permitting.
Each week Don, Debbie or a designated person will announce where
the hike will be including a relative degree of difficulty and elevation.
The Group has begun offering hikes on a Saturday so if you haven't
signed up yet because of the Friday-only hikes consider sending Don
or Debbie your name and email address to add to the hiking emails so
that you will see which Saturday a hike is offered. Send it to
donbrooke@gmail.com or Debbie Maurer at 2mtprs@gmail.com.

MAKER’S INTEREST GROUP

If you are interested in joining this group that explores technology
focused on making things, contact Bill Kuhns at
wkuhns@cedarlakedesign.com
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