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Upcoming Meeting is April 1st No joke! – ALL ARE WELCOME 

5:30 p.m. Social;  6:00 p.m. Business Meeting Begins 

Next Month’s Meeting is May 6, 2026 – ALL ARE WELCOME! 

10:00 a.m. Social;  10:30 a.m. Business Meeting Begins 

ALL meetings are at the Innovation Center unless noted– Rockbridge County High School 

164 Greenhouse Road, Lexington, VA 

April Guest Speaker: Our April speaker will be our own Bill Kuhns. Bill is a mostly-retired 

aerospace engineer who stays active in programming, design, and other tech pursuits. He 

will talk about 3D printing - what it is, how it works, and why you might want to do it. He 

will bring samples and stories. 

May Guest Speaker: Our May speaker will be Anita Givens. She is a travel counselor for 

Rockbridge Area Tourism Visitor Centers.. 

MARCH SPEAKER HIGHLIGHTS  Karen Stanley of Boxerwood described 

all that this non-profit offers – from environmental education to all 

the elementary and middle school children in the county, to summer-time Music in the 

Gardens and an award winning Play Trail for your grandchildren as well as summer camp 

programs.  There are many ways to volunteer as well as donate.  If you love children, music, 

and nature, this is the place for you.  To volunteer or donate https://www.boxerwood.org/. 

OFFICERS 

 

President 

Ramona 
Bouzard 

Vice President 

Bill Kuhns 

Treasurer 

John Ekin 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Newcomers Friends, 

Our March meeting saw 43 in attendance (4 visitors). It was good to be 

back together, catch up on the doings of club business, learn about the 

exciting work at Boxerwood, and meet new friends and old. Those present 

were reminded that we are looking for a few volunteers to help us with 

publicity in the community, and outreach to members and prospective 

members. We need as well, a couple of people who feel called to help fill 

out the needs for publishing our monthly newsletter; an essential part of 

our communication as a club. 

mailto:newsletter@lexvanewcomers.org
https://www.boxerwood.org/
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Secretary 

Open Position 

COMMITTEE 
CHAIRS 

Activities 

Janet Gibson 

Hospitality & 

Membership 

Barbara Ekin 

Name Tags 

Barbara Ekin 

Welcome 

Ashley Mon 

Publicity 

Open Position 

It seems like the '25-'26 Newcomers year is speeding by. To meet the 

requirements of our bylaws, we will need to present a slate of officers at 

our May 6th meeting, and will vote on those officers at our June meeting, 

They will begin service to the club in August To accomplish this we are 

calling together a small nominating committee, so contact me or our VP, 

Bill Kuhns, if you would like to serve. 

One of the joys of serving in leadership with the Newcomers Club is that 

we are in this together and there is literally no 'solitary' part of the work 

we do to welcome one another. No one part of the club exists for itself and 

no one group within the club is in competition with another!  The club is a 

place where we can support and congratulate one another without fear of 

retribution or competing claims. This stands in contrast to so many parts of 

our lives today and I, for one, celebrate what we are able to accomplish in 

planting seeds of welcome in Rockbridge County.  

We hope to see you at our upcoming, April 1st, evening meeting at the 
Rockbridge County High School Innovation Center, 5:30 p.m. VP, Bill Kuhns, 
will finally able to present on 3D Printing! Think about inviting a friend 
(member or non-member) to attend with you.   
 
For those who were interested in partaking of the salad bar at the April 1 
meeting, it will not be available that evening because we did not have the 
assurance of having 25 people committing to purchase it. With more time 
to gather names (sign-up sheet at the meeting and correspondence prior 
to the meeting) we can try again for May 6 and/or June 3 dates. Stay 
tuned!" 
 

 

Peace, Ramona Bouzard 
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TREASURER’S REPORT 

March 2026 

Submitted by John Ekin 3/26/2026 

Beginning Balance (February 2026 Report)  $ 2963.74  

TOTAL INCOME                                                  $   125.00  
     Dues 2025-2026                                            $   125.00  
      
      
TOTAL EXPENSES:                                              $  (270.00  
     RCHS Room Rent                                          $  (170.00)  
     Gift Certificates for Monthly Mtg              $  (100.00)  
      
Ending Balance – March 26, 2026:                $ 2,818.74  
     This reconciled with the latest bank balance.  

MEMBERSHIP  

 

The Newcomers year is September 

through August.  Dues are $25 per 

person and due in September.  

 

 

THINKING OF YOU 

 

(No cards were sent this month.) 

 

When life throws a curve ball, whether it’s an 

ailment, surgery or something else, it’s nice to know 

your fellow Newcomers are thinking of you. If you 

know of someone who could use some cheering up 

or just a good thought, email Nimfa Szarka (or call 

848-210-0154), our Corresponding Secretary, and 

she will send a card on behalf of the Newcomers. 

 
Join us monthly for Happy 
Hour on the 2nd 
Wednesday.  
Upcoming:  April 8th from 
5-7 at Devil’s Backbone. 
It’s a great chance to 
socialize.  
 

 
PHOTO GALLERY 

Did you know that 
there is a photo 
gallery on the web 
page? And it is in 
need of some 

current pictures! Please send photos of 
your activities for the on-line photo 
album to John Ekin at 
webmaster@lexvanewcomers.org.  
For now, photos can also be sent to 
communications.lexvanewcomers@gmail
.com for the newsletter.  Send to Jo 
Ritterbusch for the FaceBook page. Please 
take some photos at your next get 
together and send them to any of us. 

  

HAPPY HOUR 

mailto:ninnls1536@outlook.com
https://www.lexvanewcomers.org/
https://www.lexvanewcomers.org/
file:///C:/Users/herma/Documents/_GLNC/2026_Newsletter/202602_Newsletter_GLNC/at%20webmaster@lexvanewcomers.org
file:///C:/Users/herma/Documents/_GLNC/2026_Newsletter/202602_Newsletter_GLNC/at%20webmaster@lexvanewcomers.org
file:///C:/Users/herma/Documents/_GLNC/2026_Newsletter/202602_Newsletter_GLNC/communications.lexvanewcomers@gmail.com
file:///C:/Users/herma/Documents/_GLNC/2026_Newsletter/202602_Newsletter_GLNC/communications.lexvanewcomers@gmail.com
mailto:blueridgecorgis@gmail.com
mailto:blueridgecorgis@gmail.com
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Highlights 

 
 
 

 

 

The Newcomers Club poker group meets once 
a month. Unfortunately (or fortunately!) the 
group is full, including substitutes, but there is 
opportunity for you to start up a second poker 
Interest Group.  
 
If you are interested in making this happen, 
Joe Little is willing to help "coach" you in that 
work. If you love the game and the comradery 
and would like to pursue this, call or text Joe 
Little at 901-458-0606! 
 

We have had inquiries about the possibility 
of forming a Women’s Book Group and we 
would like to see if others are interested in 
getting one going. The group will decide how 
they want to organize and run it. 

Jane Stange is willing to help it get started, 

so if you are interested. Send her an email at 

jstange5440@gmail.com, or give her a call at 

703-969-4023. She will also have a sign-up 

sheet at the next couple of meetings. 

 

 

What can I say? We Dice Chix love throwing 
the 3 dice! Bunco is a simple game that 
requires no technical skills, just fun, laughs, 
and a $5 wager to compete for big bunco 
bucks. If you can count to six, you’re a natural 
to learn the game. Honestly, the best part of 
bunco is spending time with good friends, 
chatting, catching up on what's going on in 
our lives, and perhaps a mimosa or 2? We are 
totally hooked!  

We currently have 2 groups, each meeting 
once a month. Fourth Thursday morning 
Bunco group. After a light breakfast served by 
the hostess, the group plays from 9:00 to 
10:45-11:00. Wednesday Bunko group plays 
on the third Wednesday of the month at 1:00 
p.m. followed by dessert.  

If you are interested in playing bunco, let me 
know. I would be glad to help set up a 3rd 
group. Let's roll some dice! You can contact 
me via email at:vabramma@gmail.com.  Jo 
Ritterbusch  

 

The next tasting cycle will be April and May, 
and we will be tasting Sauvignon Blanc. If 
you would like to be a host for six or more 
individuals during this period, please let me 
(Marilou Schindler) know the date you will 
host, how many you can accommodate, and 
whether it is an afternoon or evening time 
period.  
 
 
 
Proposed new interest group: 'Makers' - 
Hands--On Technology 
This group is intended to provide an 

opportunity for members to learn, share 

ideas, and help each other with technology 

focused on making things. Technologies 

would likely include 3D printing, CNC 

machining, and microcontrollers such as 

Arduino and Raspberry PI. At its discretion, 

the group might also 

work with local 

makerspace 

organizations and/or 

  New Poker Group? 
 

Interested in a Women’s Book Club? 

??Group? 

 

BUNCO Wine Tasting 

Proposed Makers’ Hands 

mailto:jstange5440@gmail.com
mailto:vabramma@gmail.com
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 mentor interested students. If there is 

sufficient interest, members will develop 

meeting times and locations. If interested 

contact Bill Kuhns  

wkuhns@cedarlakedesign.com 

Thanks for a cadre of willing hosts, the 
second quarter for the Dining Out group is 
ready for sign-ups. This time around, there 
are both lunch and dinner options 

• Blu Point Seafood Company, April 16 
at noon with Barbara and John Ekin 
hosting, 

• Taste of India (Staunton),  April 21 at 
noon with Ashley Mon hosting, 

• Montano’s Restaurant 
(Roanoke),  April 29 at 6:00 PM with 
Sharon and Dennis Culbertson 
hosting. 

• Water Dog (Lynchburg), June 3 at 
1:00 PM with Peggy and Charlie Page 
hosting.  ** 

• The Frenchmen (Staunton), May 28 
at 6:30 PM with Ramona and Chip 
Bouzard hosting, and 

• Blu Point Seafood Company 
(Staunton), June 10 at 6:00 PM with 
Barbara and John Ekin hosting 

 

Those who wish to sign up may do so 
at DiningOut2ndQuarter  Don’t delay as 
the slots will fill quickly. 

If you are not on the Dining Out group 
email list and would like to be notified 
when opportunities arise, please contact 
Chip Bouzard 
at gnlc.diningout@gmail.com. 

 

  

** Note that the June 3 lunch is preceded by 
a visit to the Anne Spencer House and 
Garden Museum in Lynchburg. 

 

 

 

  

Dining Out – The Side Dish 

mailto:wkuhns@cedarlakedesign.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0B4BA5AA22A0F9C07-63063739-glnc%23/
mailto:gnlc.diningout@gmail.com
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SPECIAL ACTIVITIES 

The activities committee: Janet Gibson (janethgibson@gmail.com), Chair; Don Brooke 

(donbrooke@gmail.com), Charlie Page (chasdpage@gmail.com) 

  

Saturday, April 11 THE LEWISBURG CHOCOLATE FESTIVAL 

Coordinator: Janet Gibson 

 

Join us for this festival where the streets of downtown Lewisburg fill 

with dozens of chocolatiers exchanging tickets for sweet, tasty treats. 

The festival includes live music, chef demonstrations and much, much 

more, all within a very walkable four-block area.  Tastings are available 

from 11am to 3pm with each tasting costing 1, or sometimes 2, tickets. 

Tickets are $1 each and sold in booklets of 5. Find out more @ 

visitlewisburgwv.com 
 

Tickets are now on sale. It is recommended to purchase tickets in 

advance. Tickets are non-

refundable.  Purchase here  https://visitlewisburgwv.com/lewisburg-

chocolate-festival  
 

SIGN UP: Once you buy your tickets, 

let Janet janethgibson@gmail.com know. Include your name, number 

in your party and if you are interested in carpooling.  
 

Sign up deadline to receive more information: April 8 

 

 

TBD April: Taylor and Boody Organ Builders Tour 

Coordinator: Charlie Page 

By request, Charlie is organizing another chance for the popular 

Taylor & Boody tour for mid-to-late April.  More details to follow.  

  

  

file:///C:/Users/herma/Documents/_GLNC/2026_Newsletter/202602_Newsletter_GLNC/janethgibson@gmail.com
file:///C:/Users/herma/Documents/_GLNC/2026_Newsletter/202602_Newsletter_GLNC/donbrooke@gmail.com
file:///C:/Users/herma/Documents/_GLNC/2026_Newsletter/202602_Newsletter_GLNC/chasdpage@gmail.com
https://visitlewisburgwv.com/lewisburg-chocolate-festival
https://visitlewisburgwv.com/lewisburg-chocolate-festival
mailto:janethgibson@gmail.com
mailto:janethgibson@gmail.com
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 

April 2026 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 
10:00am GLNC 
Meeting 

2 3 
TBD Hiking 
TBD Board Silly 

4 

5 6 7 8 
1:30pm Pinochle 
5:00pm Happy 
Hour/Devil’s 
Backbone 

9 10 
TBD Hiking 
TBD Morning 
Coffee/Tea 

11 
Lewisburg 
Chocolate 
Festival 

12 13 14 15 
1:00pm Bunko 
TBD       Poker 

16 17 
TBD Hiking 

18 

19 20 21 22 23 
9:00am 
Bunko 

24 
TBD Hiking 
TBD Morning 
Coffee/Tea 

25 

26 27 
 

28 29 30   

 

May 2026 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
     1 2 

3 4 5 6 
10:00am GLNC 
Meeting 

7 8 
TBD Hiking 
TBD Board Silly 

9 

10 11 12 13 
1:30pm Pinochle 
5:00pm Happy 
Hour/Devil’s 
Backbone 

14 15 
TBD Hiking 
TBD Morning 
Coffee/Tea 

16 
Lewisburg 
Chocolate 
Festival 

17 18 19 20 
1:00pm Bunko 
TBD       Poker 

21 22 
TBD Hiking 

23 

24 25 26 27 28 
9:00am 
Bunko 

29 
TBD Hiking 
TBD Morning 
Coffee/Tea 

30 

31 
 

      

Other: 
Men’s Book Group – Date/Time TBD 

Upcoming: 
TBD 

  

See following pages for more information about INTEREST GROUPS. 
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 BOARD SILLY  

The "Board Silly", is now 'traipsing' around the gameboards at full 

steam! Participants take turns hosting to play on the first Friday of 

each month. If you are interested in joining us, contact JoAnn 

Ritterbusch at vabramma@gmail.com or call or text, 845-661 9075. 
  

BUNCO   
Come roll with the Bunko ladies! For more information, please 
contact Jo Ritterbusch at vabramma@gmail.com or call or text, 845-
661 9075. 
Fourth Thursday morning Bunco group. After a light breakfast served 

by the hostess, the group plays from 9:00 to 10:45-11:00. Wednesday 

Bunko group plays on the third Wednesday of the month at 1:00 p.m. 

followed by dessert.  

 

 

MORNING COFFEE (OR TEA)  

The ladies’ coffee club meets the second and fourth Friday of every 

month for brunch or lunch, respectively. Generally, They’re at Sweet 

Treats for a late breakfast and at different area restaurants for lunch. 

Email Margery Harrill at margeryharrill@gmail.com for more 

information. 
 

 PINOCHLE  

The Pinochle group meets on the second Wednesday of the month at 

1:30. We play double-deck Pinochle and have sheets available with 

rules and melds to help those who may have played by different rules 

or melds. We try to play two games between 1:30 and 4:30.  

Hosts rotate and provide a dessert and beverage midway between the 

games. If you are interested in learning the game and being a sub, you 

are invited to come watch us play. Please contact Marilou Schindler 

at  pinochle@lexvanewcomers.org for more information. 
 

 POKER     

The Newcomers Poker Group currently has seven active members 

who meet in the evenings on the third Wednesday of each month. 

Please contact Joe Little if you are interested in being a substitute: 

tomwvr1@gmail.com  LittleLane24473@gmail.com 

mailto:vabramma@gmail.com
mailto:vabramma@gmail.com
file:///C:/Users/herma/Documents/_GLNC/2026_Newsletter/202602_Newsletter_GLNC/margeryharrill@gmail.com
mailto:pinochle@lexvanewcomers.org
file:///C:/Users/herma/Documents/_GLNC/2026_Newsletter/202602_Newsletter_GLNC/tomwvr1@gmail.com
file:///C:/Users/herma/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Olk/Attachments/ooa-53a321bd-fe82-479f-99d6-3eb09e252430/5a5e9cf52150d7957e6f1ba97db908ac5d496cfddda039aa9092ad27e0e5cc07/LittleLane24473@gmail.com
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 DINING OUT  

Dining Out – The Side Dish A new year means the start of our first 

quarter round of dining out experiences. Readers familiar with GLNC’s 

Dining Out group know that members simply sign up to go out to 

dinner and pay “Dutch treat.” It is a great way to spend time with 

friends, both old and new while you eat a good meal. If you are not 

on the mailing list but would like to be included, simply email Chip 

Bouzard at glnc.diningout@gmail.com and request that your name be 

added to the mail list. Finally, be sure that your computer inbox is not 

full and that glnc.diningout@gmail.com is not blocked so that you can 

receive occasional messages about this GLNC group. 
 

 

WINE TASTING  

The winetasting is an opportunity to try different wines within a given 

group Each couple or single taster will bring a bottle of the specified 

wine of their choice (costing between $8 and $24 per bottle). Each 

taster/couple should also bring an item for a charcuterie board that 

will complement the wine (meat or seafood item, cheese, crackers, 

raw vegetable or raw fruit, or chocolate, as per host). More 

information: winegroupchair@lexvanewcomers.org 

If you are interested in becoming a part of this group or would like 
more information, please email me at 
winegroupchair@lexvanewcomers.org with your email address and 
name. New wine 
tasters are welcome. 
 

 HIKING GROUP  

The Newcomers Hiking Group hikes every Friday weather permitting. 

Each week Don, Debbie or a designated person will announce where 

the hike will be including a relative degree of difficulty and elevation. 

The Group has begun offering hikes on a Saturday so if you haven't 

signed up yet because of the Friday-only hikes consider sending Don 

or Debbie your name and email address to add to the hiking emails so 

that you will see which Saturday a hike is offered. Send it to 

donbrooke@gmail.com or Debbie Maurer at 2mtprs@gmail.com.  

 

 

file:///C:/Users/herma/Documents/_GLNC/2026_Newsletter/202602_Newsletter_GLNC/glnc.diningout@gmail.com
file:///C:/Users/herma/Documents/_GLNC/2026_Newsletter/202602_Newsletter_GLNC/glnc.diningout@gmail.com
file:///C:/Users/herma/Documents/_GLNC/2026_Newsletter/202603_Newsletter_GLNC/winegroupchair@lexvanewcomers.org
file:///C:/Users/herma/Documents/_GLNC/2026_Newsletter/202603_Newsletter_GLNC/winegroupchair@lexvanewcomers.org
file:///C:/Users/herma/Documents/_GLNC/2026_Newsletter/202602_Newsletter_GLNC/donbrooke@gmail.com
file:///C:/Users/herma/Documents/_GLNC/2026_Newsletter/202602_Newsletter_GLNC/2mtprs@gmail.com

