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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

 Dear Newcomers, 
 

Welcome to a new year with the Newcomers Club!  It was so nice to see so many familiar—and 

several new—faces at the September meeting.  We had 40 members present, and two couples who 

expressed an interest in joining.  This meeting started our new leadership team as well: Carol 

Humphries (myself!) as President, Bill Stone as Vice President, Aileen Spurgeon as Treasurer, and 

Linda McCumber as Corresponding Secretary.  I am grateful to have both seasoned and new officers to 

make this a good year. 

 

You may wonder why I accepted the Vice President position last year with the understood commitment 

to an additional year as President.  Basically, I saw that this is a group of wonderful people who 

enjoyed doing things together as friends, and the value of that to me as a newcomer to this area (we 

moved here in 2015) encouraged me to want to be a part of it.  Benefits from being a member include: 

the three club events each year (the Holiday Party in December, the picnic in July, and fun fall events); 

ten interesting activities offered that would get me out to all kinds of events and places along with fun 

folks; and a host of interest groups, at least two of which I participate in regularly and through whom I 

have made new friends.  By stepping up into leadership, I can ensure that those opportunities continue 

for others.  I’m hoping to make things even better for everyone—so please don’t hesitate to reach out 

and tell me your ideas!  But it’s not just me stepping up, it’s all of the wonderful folks who volunteer 

and make this such a nice organization.  A round of applause to all of you who serve and who have 

served! 

 

As discussed during the meeting, the Executive Committee proposed to increase the annual dues of the 

club from $15 a person for the year to $20 a person. This decision was taken after reviewing the budget 

closely to see where we could cut back, but it became clear that this option is our best for maintaining 

our level of activities while remaining in good financial status.  We noted that the dues schedule had 

changed in 2015, when they went from $25 for both single or couple new members to $15 for each new 

person.  Before that, however, it had been years since dues had risen.  We hope everyone will agree 

that for everything we get, $20 a year is reasonable.  According to the bylaws, we need to announce the 

proposed change in the September meeting (done!), put it in the newsletter (done!), and then we will 

vote on the proposal during the October meeting.  So please hold off paying your dues until after the 

vote next month.   

 

I would encourage everyone to read through the newsletter carefully, as we do try to keep it updated 

and that’s where you can find out what’s coming up.  Speaking of which, mark your calendars for our 

Holiday Party, scheduled for Saturday, 8 December, at the Virginia Horse Center.  Beth Ekdahl has 

again graciously agreed to coordinate this fun event.  Stay tuned for any requests for assistance. 

 

Let’s make this another great Newcomers year! 

 

Carol Humphries 

Newcomers President 

 

 

 

Greater Lexington Newcomers 
Meetings 1st Wednesday 10:00 to 11:30 AM Each Month Except August & December 

 
CLUB 

OFFICERS 

 

President 

Carol Humphries 

 

Vice President 

Bill Stone 

 

Treasurer 

Aileen Spurgeon 

 

Corresponding 

Secretary 

Linda 

McCumber  

 

COMMITTEE 

CHAIRS 

 

Activities 

Lauralee Hart  

 

Hospitality 

Linda Andrew  

 

Membership 

Marilou 

Schindler 

 

Name Tags 

Marilou 

Schindler 

 

Publicity 

Sally Nunneley 

 

Welcome 

 Pat Anthony 

 

Historian 

Gary Sullivan 

http://www.lexvanewcomers.org/
http://www.lexvanewcomers.org/


2 2 

NOTE:  The Executive Committee 

reviewed the budget and is proposing to 

increase the annual fees from $15 per 

person to $20 per person.  A copy of the 

proposed budget can be found at the 

end of this newsletter. Club members 

will vote on this proposal during the October 

meeting.  In the meantime, please hold off 

paying dues until after the vote is taken in 

October.  We will include information on how to 

pay your dues in the October newsletter. 

 

 

 

THINKING OF YOU 

 

A number of cards were sent to 

members over the summer. We trust they 

are all are on the mend.  
 

Please remember even if we are on vacation, I will 

have cards with me.  Just let me know when there is a 

need and I will respond. 

 

Linda McCumber, Corresponding Secretary 

LDMCRETIRED@YAHOO.COM 

1-804-839-4671 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP 

   
Welcome to a new year in the Greater Lexington 

Newcomers Club. We invite you to renew your  

membership so you can enjoy all the amenities of the 

club: dinners, hiking, yoga, book club, pinochle, wine 

tasting, parties, picnics, motorcycling, theater, trips – 

the list is endless.  

 

When the dues for 2018-19 are set, please send your 

check to Marilou Schindler, 160 Pear Blossom Lane, 

Natural Bridge, VA 24578 or attend our next meeting 

on October 3rd at the Lexington Country Club. Hope 

to see you soon at some of our events. 

 

If you have a new address, phone number or 

email address, please notify me so you will 

continue to receive the newsletters and notices 

about events. Marilous@aol.com 

 

 

Directory instructions:  

 

1.  Call up our Homepage,  

www.lexvanewcomers.org, click 

on Membership. 

 

2.  Click on “Click here to lookup a member” or 

“Print out a current Directory” 

 

3.  Our username is:  lexcomer    Our password 

is:  member5  

 

4.  To print the directory, set your “Properties” to 

“Duplex Printing” so to have front and back 

printing. Choose the % you wish to see – I use 

80% to print more on each page.  

 

 

 

TREASURERS REPORT 

September 5, 2018 

Submitted by Aileen Spurgeon 

 

Beginning Balance:  $1,904.08 

 

Income: 

Picnic     $   374.00 

 

 Income:   $   374.00 

 

 

Expenses:  

Gift Certificate      $     50.00 

   Picnic supplies     135.70 

   Kenney’s chicken     186.13 

      $   321.83 

   Secretary supplies             5.27 

   Service Charge             7.50 

 

 Expense Total   $    384.60 

 

Ending Balance: $1,893.48 

 

 

 

mailto:LDMCRETIRED@YAHOO.COM
callto:1-804-839-4671
mailto:Marilous@aol.com
mailto:Marilous@aol.com
http://www.lexvanewcomers.org/
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FOR THE HISTORIAN 

 

Don't forget to send your activity photos to Gary 

Sullivan for the on-line photo album.  

garysullivan@rockbridge.net 

 

 

 

ACTIVITIES CALENDAR 

 

Newcomers Cooking Class Success 

 
 

In August, 20 members of the Newcomers group 

got together at Pamela Douglas and Lee Martin’s 

home for a cooking class offered by Sarah 

Nicholas from Ladles and Linens.  It was a 

Mexican cuisine class including margaritas.  

Great fun was had by all and Pamela and Lee 

provided the perfect setting and they were 

wonderful hosts.  We’re hoping to offer more 

classes in 2018.  If you’d be interested in hosting 

a class, please contact Bill Stone, 
kingsway807@yahoo.com 

 

The Antietam Battlefield trip has four openings! 

The dates are October 15th and 16th with an 

optional third day of touring. Guides George 

Grasse and Dick Halseth will be giving a 

presentation at the October meeting about the 

trip. To sign up for this trip, please email 

Lauralee Hart at  lauraleesorensen@yahoo.com 

ASAP.  

 

New Activities 

Crozet Fall Arts and Crafts Festival, Saturday, 

October 6, 2018 at 10:00 am. It features over 100 

juried exhibitors, craft demonstrations, live 

music, great food and Virginia draft beer and 

wine. Crozet is about 50 miles away; carpools 

can be arranged for those interested. Please email 

Lauralee Hart at lauraleesorensen@yahoo.com to 

sign up.  There is no admission charge. 

 

Saturday, November 17th at 10:00 am.  the 7th 

Annual Kriskindlmarkt at the Clifton Forge 

School of the Arts.  A fantastic German-style 

Christmas Market that looks and smells like a 

European Christmas village.  There will be 

shopping, entertainment, German, Irish and 

Scotch breads and pastries.  German beer, mulled 

cider and fabulous German food choices for 

purchase.  Admission is $2.00 per person, CASH 

ONLY.  Dress warmly.  Please email Lauralee 

Hart at lauraleesorensen@yahoo.com to sign up.  

Carpools will be arranged for those interested in 

attending. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

YOUTH LITERACY PROGRAM 

Reading is the basis for success in school and 

beyond, but some youngsters need extra time and 

help to master it.  If you love children and enjoy 

reading, you can combine these passions AND 

make a real difference in the lives of many 

struggling young readers by joining the Youth 

Literacy program at Rockbridge Regional 

Library.   Youth Literacy reading tutors 

encourage students’ interest in reading, help 

them to improve their reading skills, and find  

fun ways of doing  these things.  

Youth Literacy Coordinator, Susan Bushnell  

spoke at our September meeting telling more 

about the program.  If you missed the meeting, 

another information session is scheduled for 

September 12, 6:30-7:30 pm at the Hillel House 

on the Washington and Lee campus.  You can 

contact Susan at 540.463.4324, ext. 105 or 

sbushnell@rrlib.net 

 

 

 

garysullivan@rockbridge.net
file:///C:/Users/d_bod/Documents/newcomers/lauraleesorensen@yahoo.com
lauraleesorensen@yahoo.com%20
mailto:sbushnell@rrlib.net
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INTEREST GROUPS 
 

Interest group participants must be members of 

Newcomers.  To join an interest group, call or email 

the contact person. 

 

 
 

Dining Out 

 

Each quarter volunteers make a reservation for a 

group of 8 at a restaurant of their choice (usually 

within an hour of Lexington).  Group members 

then sign up to join their hosts at a meal out!  

 

Please contact Deb Gordon at 610-357-9532 or 

debglncdo@gmail.com if you would like more 

information.  We are open to new members!   

 

Dining In/Fine Dining Group  

 

Do you enjoy visiting with a small intimate 

group of friends over a delicious meal?  Then 

please consider joining the ”Fine Dining Group”! 

As a participant you’ll be a part of the three 

dinners during the year at member’s homes.  I 

coordinate the dining so that at each dinner 

you’re eating with a new group (usually around 8 

people at each meal). 

Members should be prepared to host one dinner 

during the year.  Hosts determine the menu, 

coordinate with their guests to choose a suitable 

date and time, and assign recipes for the meal.  

Hosts generally find it easy to come up with a 

theme for the dinner and members should be 

prepared to be open to trying new cooking 

experiences and recipes! 

The cost of each dinner is split evenly among the 

participants so hosting isn’t a financial burden.  

You needn’t be a “couple” …  singles welcome! 

We have had a couple of people drop out but 

have had eight sign up this fall.  We are looking 

forward to welcoming them into Fine Dining. 

I’ll be sending out the request for Host to sign-

ups for the Fall, Winter, and Spring dinners 

soon, so please contact me, Jane Stange, at 703-

969-4023 or pstange@embarqmail.com with any 

questions or to have your name added to the list.   

 

 
Mystery Dinner   

 

Chief Inspector George Grasse has sent his crack 

investigators off this fall to solve the current 

mysteries. However, crime never stops and so he 

is looking for new detectives for the upcoming 

year. If you are interested in participating in a 

dinner mystery, please contact George at 

gandg@histomin.com. 

 

 

 
Wine Tasting Group 

  

The Wine Tasting Group holds tastings three 

times a year (March-April, June-July, and 

October-November).  

 

The group’s chair selects the type of wine to be 

tasted and a local merchant selects six wines for 

the blind tastings. Each tasting is hosted by eight 

or so members in their homes with six to eight 

tasters at each location. Ratings from each 

callto:610-357-9532
mailto:debglncdo@gmail.com
mailto:pstange@embarqmail.com
gandg@histomin.com
http://caminandopormadrid.blogspot.com/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
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hosting are shared with the leader, who compiles 

the scores and distributes results to members via 

email. 

 

Hosts select a theme to coincide with the type of 

wine and request hors d’oeuvres for guests to 

bring. The cost of the wine is split among guests.  

Anyone interested in joining may contact 

BarbTyner at rbtyner@gmail.com 

 

 

 

Yoga Group 

 

The Newcomers' Yoga 

group meets weekly on 

Tuesday mornings at 8:30 in the Fitness Center 

at Kendal.  The Center is down the hill and 

behind the main building, but it has been 

requested that we park our cars in the guest 

parking lot, anywhere on the circle.   

 

Our class is appropriate to all levels, and 

individual needs are addressed with 

modifications.  Bring your mat, wear some 

comfy clothes, and join us for an hour of gentle 

stretching, conditioning and strengthening in a 

union of mind, body and spirit.  Please call 

Helen Moore at 850-240-5619 if you have any 

questions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BUNKO! 

 

Come roll with the Bunko ladies! We meet the 

3rd Wednesday of the month at 1:00 pm. If you 

are interested in learning to play, we would love 

to teach you. Currently we are adding to our sub 

list.  For more information, please contact Aileen 

Spurgeon at spurgchick@gmail.com or 540-460-

1654.   

BUNCO! 

 

The Fourth Thursday morning Bunco group is 

looking for several “regular” or “substitute” 

players who are interested in an easy dice game 

of chance, as well as having an opportunity to 

spend the morning with friends.  After a light 

breakfast is served by the hostess, the group 

plays from 9:30 to 10:45-11:00.  Please call or 

email Diana Hopkins if you are interested, 348- 

6946 or vatxrok@me.com. 

 

 

 

Hiking Group 

 

The Newcomers 

Hiking Group 

hikes 

every Friday weat

her permitting. If 

you would like to 

be on the email 

list, email Don Brooke, donbrooke@gmail.com, 

or Debbie Maurer, mountaintoppers@exede.net 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

.Pinochle  Club 

 

Come join us for pinochle!  We usually meet the 

second Wednesday of the month in the home of 

one of the players.  The hosting rotates, and we 

get to sample delicious desserts each month. Play 

usually goes from 2-4:30. It’s a fun time of 

cards, food, and friendship, and we are always 

open for new folks. Come check it out!  Contact 

Marilou Schindler for more information: 291-

2992 or Marilous@aol.com.  

 

 

mailto:rbtyner@gmail.com
spurgchick@gmail.com%20
mailto:vatxrok@me.com
mailto:donbrooke@gmail.com
mailto:mountaintoppers@exede.net
mailto:Marilous@aol.com
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Fourth Thursday II Book Club 

 

We are a diverse group of open-minded 

thinkers/readers.  Our purpose is to read and 

enjoy literature!  Generally, we keep on topic but 

also feel free to introduce relevant (or not so) to 

the discussion such as historical facts, bio 

details, book background, related authors or 

topics, and personal connections.   Being able to 

disagree with something another member has 

stated is an important constant in our 

discussions.  At times we may get off track but 

we always respect the authority of the moderator.  

We usually meet at each other’s homes (host) 

with a moderator, the individual who chose the 

book, leading the discussion. 

 

Contact Mike Quarles quarlestwo@earthlink.net 

 

 

 

 
 

Fourth Thursday Book Club 

(closed to new members for now) 

 

The Fourth Thursday Book Club will meet on 

September 27th at the home of Paula 

Zimmerman.  Meeting time is 1:00, as usual.  

This month we are exploring a new to us form of 

literature – the graphic memoir.  The graphic 

memoir or novel is a book made up of comic 

book content but with a very clear difference.  

Graphic memoirs and novels are much longer 

and tend to be much more complex.  Margaret 

Skovira will lead the discussion of Persepolis: 

The Story of a Childhood as written by Marjane 

Satrapi.  It is the story of her life growing up in 

Iran during the Islamic Revolution in black and 

white comic strip images.  It portrays the daily 

life in Iran and of the bewildering contradictions 

of home life and public life.  It’s a child’s-eye 

view of events – dethroning of emperors, state-

sanctioned whippings, and heroes of the time.  

It’s a reminder of the human cost of war and 

political repression and how life will carry on 

with laughter and tears in the face of absurdity.   

 

Mah Jong 

 

The group does not have any regular schedule 

and has not been meeting lately.   If you are 

interested in learning to play, please contact 

Maxine McConnell at  

maxine.mcconnell@gmail.com 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Poker night - 2nd Monday of every month; 

covered dish; 6:30 - 10; opportunity for 

substitutes or if enough interest additional nights 

could be added.  Reply to Bill Stone at 

kingsway807@yahoo.com with "poker" in the 

subject. 

 

 

 

Canasta Group 
 

The interest in canasta has grown to the extent 

that there are now two canasta groups meeting 

on a regular basis.  One group of eight plays on 

the first Tuesday of the month and the other 

group plays on the fourth Tuesday of the month.  

 

Each group meets in a member’s home in the 

afternoon.  If you would like to become a 

substitute for one or both of the groups, or if you 

would like to learn, please contact Cynthia 

Tucker, 463-3344, cmtucker@comcast.net. 

 

 

 

mailto:maxine.mcconnell@gmail.com
mailto:kingsway807@yahoo.com
mailto:cmtucker@comcast.net
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CALENDAR 

 

September 

 

    4  Yoga 

   4  Canasta 

   5  Club Meeting 

   7  Hiking 

 11  Yoga 

 11  Mah Jong 

 12  Pinochle 

 14  Hiking 

 18  Yoga 

 19  Bunko 

 21  Hiking 

 26  Yoga 

 25  Canasta 

 27  Thursday Book Club 

 27  Thursday II Book Club 

 27  Bunco 

 28  Hiking 

  

 

October 

   

  2  Yoga 

  2  Canasta 

  3  Club Meeting 

   5  Hiking 

 6  Crozet Art Fair 

   9  Yoga 

   9  Mah Jong 

 10  Pinochle 

 12  Hiking 

 15-16 Antietam/Harpers Ferry 

 16  Yoga 

 17  Bunko 

 19  Hiking 

 23  Yoga 

 23  Canasta 

 25  Thursday Book Club 

 25  Thursday II Book Club 

 25  Bunco 

 26  Hiking 

 

 

 

 

Proposed budget follows 

 

Pages 9, 10, 11, 12 are intentionally blank. 
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PROPOSED BUDGET 2018-19 
 

       

       

 

    Original YTD Totals PROPOSED BUDGET    

 
    Budget 2017/18   SEP 2018 - AUG 2019 NOTES 

  
          

 
Previous Balance   $2,573.70  $2,573.70  $1,906.25    

 
Income           

 
            

 
  Membership dues   $3,500.00  $3,417.50  $4,520.00  226 @ $20 per person 

 
            

 
  Fall Event   $500.00   $                             -   $940.00    

 
  Holiday Party   $1,800.00  $1,537.00  $1,530.00  102 @ $15 person 

 
  Picnic   $375.00  $374.00  $370.00  74 @ $5 per person 

 
  Other    $                         -         

 
Subtotal Income   $8,748.70  $7,902.20  $9,266.25    

 
Expense           

 
            

 
  Door Prizes/tickets   ($250.00) ($150.00) ($225.00) 9 months @ $25 

 
  Gifts and Memorials   ($100.00) ($100.00) ($50.00)   

 
  New Member Coffee   ($100.00) ($45.13) ($50.00)   

 
  Rent   ($800.00) ($540.00) ($540.00) 9 months @ $60 per month 

 
  Website   ($300.00) ($119.40) ($300.00)   

 
  Chamber of Commerce   ($120.00) ($100.00) ($100.00)   

 
  Other   ($55.00) ($60.57) ($100.00)   

 
       $                             -       

 
  Fall Event   ($375.00)   ($1,050.00)   

 
  Holiday Party   ($3,700.00) ($4,434.02) ($4,400.00)   

 
  Picnic   ($375.00) ($446.83) ($450.00)   

 
Subtotal Expense   ($6,175.00) ($5,995.95) ($7,265.00)   

 
NET TOTAL   $2,573.70  $1,906.25  $2,001.25    



9 9 

 

 

 



10 10 



11 11 

 

 

      

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       



12 12 

 


