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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

 

 Greetings, Newcomer members! 

 

I wish I could say happy spring, but it looks like we may have to wait until next meeting!  In 

any case, we had a lively and fun monthly meeting in April despite the weather.  We had 33 

members attending and one guest.  No welcome bags were distributed—if you have been with 

the group less than six months and would like a bag, please let us know and we will gladly 

make a presentation next month. 

 

Several interesting opportunities for our members were raised at the meeting.  George Grasse 

provided the beginnings of the plans for an overnight (or two) trip to Antietam in October as a 

follow up to the very well-received trip to Gettysburg last year.  He also proposed to set up a 

group to do an annual Murder Mystery dinner and described what that might entail.  Sounds 

like fun!  Lauralee also brought up several interesting possibilities.  Be sure to look for details 

in the newsletter. 

 

We also heard from Justin Napier from the Rockbridge Area YMCA. What a dynamic guy!  

He shared all sorts of opportunities for health and fellowship at the YMCA. A few of the 

programs he spoke about included Silver Sneakers, a great way to have fun and get fit, 

Bootcamp, works with people at all levels of fitness, and the aquatic classes at Kendall. He also 

mentioned several pieces of new equipment. We will be looking into the possibility of getting 

some kind of discount for our Newcomers members to encourage us to get our bodies moving! 

 

Our Hospitality Committee, led by Linda Andrew, will be hosting a semi-annual coffee for 

new folks who have joined us within the last year.  These pleasant gatherings are a chance for 

new people and those who’ve been around a while to get to know one another a bit better over 

coffee and yummies.  Again, look in the newsletter for more information. 

 

Our Publicity head, Sally Nunnely, took an informal survey to see how people heard about the 

Newcomers group, and it seems that for the most part it’s by word of mouth.  We should keep 

this in mind when meeting new people out in the community!  Also, a gentle reminder that 

Sally would like to pass on this committee (of one) to someone new. She assured us that the 

responsibilities are light.  Please reach out to her or someone in leadership if you are interested.  

 

Our next meeting will be on Wednesday, 2 May.  Until then, read your newsletter for good 

ideas, keep your coats zipped, and hope for spring! 

 

Sincerely,   

Carol Humphries   

(Acting President) 

 

Greater Lexington Newcomers 
Meetings 1st Wednesday 10:00 to 11:30 AM Each Month Except August & December 

 

CLUB 

OFFICERS 

 

President 

Janet Gibson 

 

Vice President 

Carol 

Humphries 

 

Treasurer 

Aileen 

Spurgeon 

 

Corresponding 

Secretary 

Linda 

McCumber  

 

COMMITTEE 

CHAIRS 

 

Activities 

Lauralee Hart  

 

Hospitality 

Linda Andrew  

 

Membership 

Marilou 

Schindler 

 

Name Tags 

Marilou 

Schindler 

 

Publicity 

Sally Nunneley 

 

Welcome 

 Pat Anthony 

http://www.lexvanewcomers.org/
http://www.lexvanewcomers.org/
http://ymcavbr.org/locations/rockbridge/rockbridge-area-ymca


2 2 

 

 

Volunteer Opportunities. Please sign up today!  
 

We are looking for …. 
 

Picnic Committee Chair for the 2019 picnic.  This committee plans the site, date, food and entertainment (if 

any) for the annual picnic. Much of the work is already in place for this year’s annual event. Jane Stange, also a 

former President and current Fine Dining club leader, is ready to turn over the reins of this committee after this 

year’s picnic in July. To volunteer, contact Janet Gibson  

 

Helpers for the Picnic in July. To Volunteer, contact Jane Stange. 

 

Publicity Chair.  After five years, Sally Nunneley is ready to pass these duties on to someone new. This is an 

easy job that benefits Newcomers. The primary job is to send a mid-month e-mail to the News-Gazette to 

publish our next meeting on their calendar. It is nice to have an updated flyer available on line and in the hands 

of local businesses. Please consider taking on this straightforward task. 

 

But our main asset is — our membership. Check out this response to a recent survey of members on line and at 

the April meeting, asking how people heard about Newcomers:  From realtors – 3,  from the newspaper – 4,   

word of mouth – 13, and Visitors’ Bureau or Library – 0.  

 

Website team to plan a transition to a new format. For the past 8 years, we have been fortunate to have member 

Gary Sullivan use his expertise and code-writing knowledge to create and maintain our custom-designed site. 

However, managing the site requires a level of coding knowledge that few (if any) of our other members 

possess. Our goal is to explore options and costs for a website generator or ready-to-use template that will meet 

the needs of the club.  To volunteer, contact Associate Webmaster John Ekin. 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP 

 

 

We have several new 

members who joined 

since our last regular 

meeting. This bring our 

membership to 219.  

 

Please welcome 

 

Bruce and Donna Lillegard 

P.O. Box 225 

Raphine, VA  24472 

draehand@hughes.net 

 
If you have a new address, phone number or email 

address, please notify me so you will continue to  

receive the newsletters and notices about events. 

Marilous@aol.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Directory instructions: 

 
1.  Call up our Homepage,  

www.lexvanewcomers.org, click on Membership. 

 

2.  Click on “Click here to lookup a member” or 

“Print out a current Directory” 

 

3.  Our username is:  lexcomer    Our password is:  

member5  

 

4.  To print the directory, set your “Properties” to 

“Duplex Printing” so to have front and back printing. 

Choose the % you wish to see – I use 80% to print 

more on each page.  

 

 

mailto:jhgibson_51@msn.com
mailto:pstange@embarqmail.com
mailto:jmax806@live.com
mailto:Marilous@aol.com
http://www.lexvanewcomers.org/
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NEW MEMBERS SOCIAL 

   
Newcomers tea for our newest 

members will be held on May 

20, from 3-5 pm.  Janet and  Glenn Gibson have 

offered their home for this event, 50 Redbud 

Ridge Place, Lexington, Va 24450. We look 

forward to seeing veteran members and getting 

to know the newest members 

 

Veteran members who would like to bring an 

hors d’oeuvre or any treat, please contact Linda 

Andrew at wayward45lja@gmail.com or 540-

280-2533.  

 

 

ACTIVITIES CALENDAR 

 

If you missed the tour of the Historic Trinity 

Church in Staunton…  you still have a chance. It 

was cancelled due to the weather.  But it will be 

rescheduled at a later date. 

 

The Annie Moses Band will be performing 

Monday, April 16th at 7:30 pm in Curfman Hall 

at Covington High School, Covington, VA.  The 

Annie Moses Band combines the best of 

beloved genres in a style that unifies audiences, 

young and old, classical connoisseurs and roots 

enthusiasts, jazz aficionados and bluegrass 

buffs.  They have performed in Carnegie Hall 

and the Grand Ole Opry.  Tickets are $18.00 and 

may be purchased at the door. 

 

The Alleghany Highlands ARTS COUNCIL 

presents The 3 Redneck Tenors, A New 

Musical Adventure, on Tuesday, May 1 at 7:30 

pm at the Historic Masonic Theatre, Clifton 

Forge, VA.  The 3 Redneck Tenors are 

classically trained artists who have been 

performing and thrilling audiences since 2006 

with a smorgasbord of songs and music ranging 

from Gospel, to Country, to Broadway, Pop and 

Classical.  Discounted tickets of $12.00 have 

been made available to our club.  Email Lauralee 

at lauraleesorensen@yahoo.com to let her know 

if you wish to attend and checks must be sent to 

Lauralee Hart at 10 West Oaks Dr. Lexington, 

VA  24450, no later than Tuesday, April 24th.  

Also please indicate if you wish to carpool or 

need a ride. 

 

FREE MOVIE - The Last Jedi, Friday, May 4th 

at 7:00 pm at the Historic Masonic Theatre, 

Clifton Forge, VA.  May the 4th be with you...... 

 

SAVE THE DATE - Wednesday, June 20th, The 

Historic Masonic Theatre will have an ABBA 

Tribute band.  Clean off those dancing shoes and 

get ready to sing along.  More information will 

be available at the May meeting. 

 

Last year's Gettysburg trip was a great success.  

 Our knowledgeable guides and Newcomers 

members, Dick Halseth and George Grasse, are 

ready to take us on another journey into the 

history of the Civil War, specifically the 

significant events of the Maryland Campaign of 

1862.  The battlefield sites of Antietam and 

Harper's Ferry will be highlighted on this trip.  

The dates are October 15th and 16th with an 

optional third day of touring.  Day one will be 

Harper's Ferry and the surrounding sites.  Day 

two will be Antietam Battlefield.  Day 3, 

optional, will be touring the South Mountain 

battlefields.  As with last year’s trip, the 

attendance will be capped at 25 people.  This is 

so that our guides can easily move us around the 

touring sites.  THE 25 SPACES ARE FOR 

NEWCOMER'S ONLY.  ANY NUMBERS 

AFTER THAT WOULD HAVE TO BE AT 

THE DISCRETION OF OUR GUIDES.  We 

will also have a waiting list should spaces open 

up.   Hotels in the immediate vicinity run 

$195.00 and up.  Hotel information will be sent 

by email to those attending.  Please email 

Lauralee Hart at lauraleesorensen@yahoo.com to 

sign up.  Last year the spaces filled up very 

quickly. 

 

FROM THE HISTORIAN 

 

Don't forget to send your 

activity photos to Gary 

Sullivan for the on-line photo 

album.  

garysullivan@rockbridge.net 

 

mailto:wayward45lja@gmail.com
mailto:lauraleesorensen@yahoo.com
mailto:mailtolauraleesorensen@yahoo.com
garysullivan@rockbridge.net
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THINKING OF YOU 

 
In the month of March, cards were sent to the 

following members: 

 

A Sympathy card was sent to the family of John 

McKenna. 

 

A Thinking of You card to Ann Hopkins. 

 

Please remember even if we are on vacation, I will 

have cards with me.  Just let me know when there is a 

need and I will respond. 

 

Linda McCumber, Corresponding Secretary 

LDMCRETIRED@YAHOO.COM 

1-804-839-4671 

 

 
Treasurers Report 

3/1/18 – 3/31/18 

Submitted by Aileen Spurgeon 

 

 
 

Beginning Balance:  $2,410.44 

 

Income: 

Dues   $   35.00 

 

Income: $    35.00 

 

 

Expenses: 

 

March & April Rent  $   120.00 

Gift Certificate         75.00 

Membership reimb.              5.00 

 

Expenses: $    200.00 

 

Ending Balance: $2,245.44 

INTEREST GROUPS 
 

Interest group participants must be members of 

Newcomers.  To join an interest group, call or email 

the contact person. 

 
Dining In/Fine Dining Group  

 

We are about to start our Spring 

dinners.  Our hosts this time 

around will be: Joe and Grace 

Simcoe, Rich and Barb Tyner, 

David and Diana Hopkins, and 

Ron Patrick.  It is always a true 

“Fine Dining” experience with lots 

of conversation and fun.   

It is a great way to get to know other members of 

Newcomers.  We will be starting our new year of 

dinners in the fall.  Please contact me, Jane Stange, if 

you are interested in joining.  Contact me at 

pstange@embarqmail.com, 540-463-2964 or m703-

969-4023. 

 
Dining Out 

 

Each quarter 

volunteers make a 

reservation for a 

group of 8 at a 

restaurant of their 

choice (usually 

within an hour of 

Lexington).  Group members then sign up to join 

their hosts at a meal out!  

 

Please contact me if you would like more 

information.  We are open to new members!   

 

Deb Gordon 

610-357-9532 or debglncdo@gmail.com 

 

Hiking Group 

 

The Newcomers Hiking Group hikes 

every Friday weather permitting. If you 

would like to be on the email list, email 

Don Brooke, donbrooke@gmail.com, or 

Debbie Maurer, mountaintoppers@exede.net 

mailto:LDMCRETIRED@YAHOO.COM
callto:1-804-839-4671
mailto:pstange@embarqmail.com
callto:610-357-9532
mailto:debglncdo@gmail.com
mailto:donbrooke@gmail.com
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Wine Tasting Group 

  

The Wine Tasting Group holds tastings three 

times a year (March-April, June-July, and 

October-November).  

 

The Group’s chair selects the type of wine to be 

tasted and a local merchant selects six wines for 

the blind tastings. Each tasting is hosted by eight 

or so members in their homes with six to eight 

tasters at each location. Ratings from each 

hosting are shared with the leader, who compiles 

the scores and distributes results to members via 

email. 

 

Hosts select a theme to coincide with the type of 

wine and request hors d’oeuvres for guests to 

bring. The cost of the wine is split among guests.  

We will be tasting Malbec wines from Argentina 

at our next event. Anyone interested in joining 

may contact BarbTyner at rbtyner@gmail.com 

 

 

 

    
 

Mah Jong 

 

There are five enthusiastic Newcomers in the 

learning phase of the ancient Chinese tile game.  

We are meeting on the second Tuesday of each 

month.  If anyone wants to join the group, please 

contact Maxine McConnell,   540-460-0163 or 

maxine.mcconnell@gmail.com 

 

 

Yoga Group 

 

The Newcomers' Yoga 

group meets weekly on 

Tuesday mornings at 8:30 in the Fitness Center 

at Kendal.  The Center is down the hill and 

behind the main building, but it has been 

requested that we park our cars in the guest 

parking lot, anywhere on the circle.   

Our class is appropriate to all levels, and 

individual needs are addressed with 

modifications.  Bring your mat, wear some 

comfy clothes, and join us for an hour of gentle 

stretching, conditioning and strengthening in a 

union of mind, body and spirit.  Please call 

Helen Moore at 850-240-5619 if you have any 

questions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BUNKO! 

 

Come roll with the Bunko ladies! We meet the 

3rd Wednesday of the month at 1:00 pm. If you 

are interested in learning to play, we would love 

to teach you. Currently we are adding to our sub 

list.  For more information, please contact Aileen 

Spurgeon at spurgchick@gmail.com or 540-460-

1654.   

 

BUNCO! 

 

The Fourth Thursday morning Bunco group is 

looking for several “regular” or “substitute” 

players who are interested in an easy dice game 

of chance, as well as having an opportunity to 

spend the morning with friends.  After a light 

breakfast is served by the hostess, the group 

plays from 9:30 to 10:45-11:00.  Please call or 

email Diana Hopkins if you are interested, 348- 

6946 or vatxrok@me.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:rbtyner@gmail.com
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:MJf1.png
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:MJf2.png
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:MJf3.png
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:MJf4.png
callto:540-460-0163
mailto:maxine.mcconnell@gmail.com
mailto:vatxrok@me.com
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.Pinochle  Club 

 

We are seeking a substitute for the remainder of 

the year as one of our players is unable to play 

for the next few months.  We meet (usually) on 

the second Wednesday of the month from 2:00-

4:30 and play two games of pinochle.  There is a 

refreshment break between the two games.  Two 

players are new to the game and learned quickly 

how to play.  We play as teams, so new players 

often rely on their partner until they get the 

"hang of the game."  If you are interested in 

joining us, or would like more information, 

please call Marilou and Fritz at 291-2992 and let 

us know you will be coming. 

 

 

Canasta Group 

 
Black 3's Canasta Ladies Group 

 

The interest in canasta has grown to the extent 

that there are now two canasta groups meeting 

on a regular basis.  One group of eight plays on 

the first Tuesday of the month and the other 

group plays on the fourth Tuesday of the month.  

Each group meets in a member’s home in the 

afternoon.  If you would like to become a 

substitute for one or both of the groups, or if you 

would like to learn, please contact Cynthia 

Tucker, 463-3344, cmtucker@comcast.net. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Fourth Thursday Book Club 

(closed to new members for now) 

 

The Fourth Thursday Book Club will meet on 

April 26th at Suzanne King’s.  Meeting time is 

1:00, as usual. This month’s book is by Amor 

Towles, an investment banker turned novelist.  

His second novel, A Gentleman in Moscow, is a 

story whose protagonist, Count Alexander Ilyich 

Rostov, is confined to Moscow’s opulent Hotel 

Metropol following the Russian Revolution of 

1917.  There he captive for the next thirty years 

with no access to the outside.  He is forced to 

exchange staterooms for a garret, accepting his 

move down the social ladder with grace. He soon 

becomes connected with fellow residents, 

gaining a deeper understanding of what it means 

to be a man of purpose.  Marnie Wheeler will 

lead the discussion. 

 

 

Fourth Thursday II Book Club 

 

We are a diverse group of open-minded 

thinkers/readers.  Our purpose is to read and 

enjoy literature!  Generally we keep on topic but 

also feel free to introduce relevant (or not so) to 

the discussion such as historical facts, bio 

details, book background, related authors or 

topics, and personal connections.   Being able to 

disagree with something another member has 

stated is an important constant in our 

discussions.  At times we may get off track but 

we always respect the authority of the moderator.  

We usually meet at each other’s homes (host) 

with a moderator, the individual who chose the 

book, leading the discussion. 

 

Contact Mike Quarles quarlestwo@earthlink.net 

 

 

mailto:cmtucker@comcast.net
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Bridge 

 

There is no longer an active Newcomers bridge 

group.  However, there is an unaffiliated bridge 

group, in which some Newcomers participate, 

that is seeking new members.  For more 

information, contact Janie Richter at 462-3976. 

 

 

POTENTIAL INTEREST GROUPS 

 

New areas of interest are seeking members. 

 

Mystery Dinner -  Love a mystery? Like to 

dress up and role play? Then this new group 

might be just for you. A mystery dinner is hosted 

by a detective couple and assisted by six guest 

detectives. The game is played in four rounds 

each of which is preceded by a dinner course 

from salad to dessert. All players receive a 

manual at the start of the game that will guide 

their play. Players assume a role, dress in 

costume, and, during the course of the game, are 

prompted by their own player manual for their 

character. If you are Interested please contact 

George Grasse,  gandg@histomin.com 

 

 

 

 

 

Poker night - 2nd Monday of every month; 

covered dish; 6:30 - 10; opportunity for 

substitutes or if enough interest additional nights 

could be added.  Reply to Bill Stone at 

kingsway807@yahoo.com with "poker" in the 

subject. 

 

Motorcycle day rides; monthly - spring 

/summer/fall. Full day ride with a stop for lunch.  

If interested, email Bill Stone at 

kingsway807@yahoo.com with "motorcycle" in 

the subject. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CALENDAR 

APRIL 

 

  3 Yoga 

  3 Canasta 

  4 Club Meeting 

  5 Thomas Jefferson’s Poplar Forest  

  6 Hiking Group 

 10 Yoga 

 10 Mah Jong 

 11 Pinochle 

 13 Hiking Group 

 16 Annie Moses Band 

 17 Yoga 

 18 Bunko 

 20 Hiking Group 

 24 Yoga 

 24 Canasta 

 26 4th Thursday Book Club 

 26 4th Thursday II Book Club 

 26 Bunco 

 27 Hiking Group 

 

MAY 

 

  1 Yoga 

  1 Canasta 

  1 The 3 Redneck Tenors 

  2 Club Meeting 

  4 Hiking Group 

  4 The Last Jedi 

  8 Yoga 

  8 Mah Jong 

  9 Pinochle 

 11 Hiking Group 

 15 Yoga 

 16 Bunko 

 18 Hiking Group 

 20 New Members Tea 

 22 Yoga 

 22 Canasta 

 24 4th Thursday Book Club 

 24 4th Thursday Book Club 

 24 Bunco 

 25 Hiking Group 

 

 

mailto:gandg@histomin.com
mailto:kingsway807@yahoo.com
mailto:kingsway807@yahoo.com

