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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

 Dear Newcomers, 

 

Thirty-three members, including four new, attended our March meeting and coffee social. If 

you haven’t been to a meeting in a while, I encourage you to put the next meeting, April 4th, 

on your calendar. The social time before the meeting provides a friendly ambiance for visiting 

with friends and greeting new members. Attend and you’ll be the first to know about upcoming 

events and activities. 

 

Guest speakers educator Chat Stroh and volunteer Janet Hughes from Boxerwood Nature 

Center gave a brief description of the mission and resources at Boxerwood, and they invited 

members to help with Boxerwood’s Fairy Festival on Saturday, April 28. They need help with 

directing parking, collecting money and assisting with craft tables. Volunteers may sign up for 

one or more two-hour shifts. The Fairy Festival is a very popular event; 500 people attended 

last year. It’s also tons of fun. To sign up, contact Chat Stroh. Click links in this paragraph for 

more information. 

 

March is the month we begin calling for volunteers for the upcoming year. Currently, we are 

looking for a Picnic Committee Chair for the 2019 picnic, a Publicity Chair to begin in 

August, and a team to help explore revisions to the club’s Website. See inside for details.  

 

If you are new and want to get involved, or you’ve been around for a while but haven’t 

volunteered lately, please consider taking a go at leading or helping with a committee or event. 

It’s yet another way to get to know new friends. As always, a big thank-you to all volunteers, 

past and present. The willingness of our members to share their time and talents is why this 

club is such a success! 

 

The next meeting is Wednesday, April 4th. Vice-President Carol Humphries will lead this 

meeting. Once again, thank-you to Carol for stepping up in my absence!  

 

According to the News-Gazette, last week’s wind storm “ranks among the state’s worst wind 

events in the history of Dominion.”  However, take heart. Folklore tells us if March comes in 

like a lion, it will go out like a lamb.  We should be in for some extremely beautiful weather at 

the end of this month! 

 

Happy Spring!  

Janet Gibson 
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Volunteer Opportunities. Please sign up today!  
 

We are looking for …. 
 

Picnic Committee Chair for the 2019 picnic.  This committee plans the site, date, food and entertainment (if 

any) for the annual picnic. Much of the work is already in place for this annual event. Jane Stange, also a former 

President and current Fine Dining club leader, is ready to turn over the reins of this committee after this year’s 

picnic in July. To volunteer, contact Janet Gibson  

 

Helpers for the Picnic in July. To Volunteer, contact Jane Stange. 

 

Publicity Chair.  After five years, Sally Nunneley is ready to pass these duties on to someone new. The 

Publicity Chair provides news releases to local newspapers in advance of each monthly meeting, develops and 

maintains an informational flier to promote the club, and occasionally submits news releases and photos for 

publication.  To volunteer, contact Janet Gibson  

 

Website team to plan a transition to a new format. For the past 8 years, we have been fortunate to have member 

Gary Sullivan use his expertise and code-writing knowledge to create and maintain our custom-designed site. 

However, managing the site requires a level of coding knowledge that few (if any) of our other members 

possess. Our goal is to explore options and costs for a website generator or ready-to-use template that will meet 

the needs of the club.  To volunteer, contact Associate Webmaster John Ekin.  

 

 

MEMBERSHIP 

 

 
Directory instructions: 

 

1.  Call up our Homepage,  

www.lexvanewcomers.org, click on 

Membership. 

 

2.  Click on “Click here to lookup a member” or 

“Print out a current Directory” 

 

3.  Our username is:  lexcomer    Our password 

is:  member5  

 

4.  To print the directory, set your “Properties” to 

“Duplex Printing” so to have front and back 

printing. Choose the % you wish to see – I use 

80% to print more on each page. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February was a quiet month with no new 

members. With spring just around the corner, we 

anticipate seeing new faces. 

 

Please make sure the membership chair has your 

current email address or phone number.  

 

The following members provided us with no 

email address or phone number, so they are not 

receiving any mail or notices from the club.  If 

you know these members, please tell them to 

email the information to me 

at marilous@aol.com or call me at 540-291-

2992. 

 

James and Sharon Littlepage (the email provided 

keeps sending an error message that it is not a 

valid address) 

mailto:jhgibson_51@msn.com
mailto:pstange@embarqmail.com
mailto:jhgibson_51@msn.com
mailto:jmax806@live.com
http://www.lexvanewcomers.org/
mailto:marilous@aol.com
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ACTIVITIES CALENDAR 

 

MARCH 

  

A tour of the Historic Trinity Church in 

Staunton, VA.  is March 21, 2018 at 2:30 pm.  

The Church is the third building on this site and 

was completed in 1857.  It's a brick, Neo-Gothic 

structure which houses 12 

Tiffany windows which span 

Louis Comfort Tiffany's 40-year 

career.  Seven of those windows 

are signed by Tiffany.  There is 

also a Taylor & Boody Organ 

that was completed in 2014.  The 

tour is free and will be led by a 

church volunteer.  Please let 

Lauralee Hart know by March 18th if you wish 

to attend.  Carpool and lunch information will be 

emailed to those wishing to attend.  Email is:  

lauraleesorensen@yahoo.com 

 

APRIL 

 

Thomas Jefferson's Poplar Forest tour, Thursday, 

April 5, 2018.  This is a National Historic 

Landmark and has been nominated as a 

UNESCO World Heritage Site.  Poplar Forest is 

about 11 miles  southwest of Lynchburg.  The 

price is $14.00 and it is payable at the Visitor's 

Center.  The group will meet at the Food Lion 

parking lot at 9:00 am to carpool.  If you wish to 

sign up, please contact Lauralee Hart 

at lauraleesorensen@yahoo.com. 

 

The Activities Committee would love to hear 

from the members.  Please let us know activities, 

events or trips you think would make great 

Newcomers activities.  We'd also like to know if 

any of you have a talent or interest you would 

like to share with the group.  Are you an artist 

and be willing to instruct at a paint party?  It 

could be anything from crafts to gardening.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Treasurers Report 

2/1/18 – 2/28/18 

Submitted by Aileen Spurgeon 

 

Beginning Balance:   $2,444.65 

Income: 

           Dues    $   30.00 

 

          Income:              $   30.00 

 

 

 
 

 

Expenses: 

    Secretary supplies             $     4.21 

    Rent     $   60.00 

 

         Expenses:              $   64.21 

 

Ending Balance:   $2,410.44 

                                                                             

 

 

 

 

FROM THE HISTORIAN 

 

Don't forget to send your 

activity photos to Gary Sullivan 

for the on-line photo album.  

 

garysullivan@rockbridge.net 

mailto:lauraleesorensen@yahoo.com
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THINKING OF YOU 

 

In the month of February, one card was sent to 

the following member: 

 

Thinking of You card to Jack Littley when he 

had a heart procedure. I have talked with him 

several times and it was a success.   

 

Hopefully the flu will be held at bay and 

members will stay healthy. 

 

Please remember even if we are on vacation, I 

will have cards with me.  Just let me know when 

there is a need and I will respond. 

 

Linda McCumber, Corresponding Secretary 

LDMCRETIRED@YAHOO.COM 

1-804-839-4671 

 

INTEREST GROUPS 
 

Interest group participants must be members of 

Newcomers.  To join an interest group, call or email 

the contact person. 

 

Dining In/Fine Dining Group  

 

Fine Dining is starting the year 

off with a new round of dinners.  

Our Winter dinners will be 

scheduled from January through 

March.  New members are always 

welcome. 

 

Members attend three dinners per year and 

members are required to host once every 4 

sessions (depending on the total number of 

members).  The Fine Dining coordinator assigns 

groups so that you will eat with different 

members at each dinner.  Hosts plan the menu, 

coordinate selecting a date among their guests 

and assigning recipes to their guests.  Costs for 

meals are split evenly among all attending each 

dinner so that hosting isn’t a costly burden. 

 

Contact Jane Stange at 

pstange@embarqmail.com if you are interested 

in knowing more about Fine Dining.  

. 

 

Dining Out 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Each quarter volunteers make a reservation for a 

group of 8 at a restaurant of their choice (usually 

within an hour of Lexington).  Group members 

then sign up to join their hosts at a meal out!  

 

Please contact me if you would like more 

information.  We are open to new members!   

 

Deb Gordon 

610-357-9532 or debglncdo@gmail.com 

 

Wine Tasting Group 

  

The Wine Tasting Group holds tastings three 

times a year 

(March-April, 

June-July, and 

October-

November).  

 

The Group’s 

chair selects the 

type of wine to 

be tasted and a local merchant selects six wines 

for the blind tastings. Each tasting is hosted by 

eight or so members in their homes with six to 

eight tasters at each location. Ratings from each 

mailto:LDMCRETIRED@YAHOO.COM
callto:1-804-839-4671
mailto:pstange@embarqmail.com
callto:610-357-9532
mailto:debglncdo@gmail.com
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hosting are shared with the leader, who compiles 

the scores and distributes results to members via 

email. 

 

Hosts select a theme to coincide with the type of 

wine and request hors d’oeuvres for guests to 

bring. The cost of the wine is split among guests.  

We will be tasting Malbec wines from Argentina 

at our next event. Anyone interested in joining 

may contact BarbTyner at rbtyner@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BUNKO! 

 

Come roll with the Bunko ladies! We meet the 

3rd Wednesday of the month at 1:00 pm. If you 

are interested in learning to play, we would love 

to teach you. Currently we are adding to our sub 

list.  For more information, please contact Aileen 

Spurgeon at spurgchick@gmail.com or 540-460-

1654.   

BUNCO! 

 

The Fourth Thursday morning Bunco group is 

looking for several “regular” or “substitute” 

players who are interested in an easy dice game 

of chance, as well as having an opportunity to 

spend the morning with friends.  After a light 

breakfast is served by the hostess, the group 

plays from 9:30 to 10:45-11:00.  Please call or 

email Diana Hopkins if you are interested, 348- 

6946 or vatxrok@me.com. 

 

. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pinochle  Club 

 

We are seeking a substitute for the remainder of 

the year as one of our players is unable to play 

for the next few months.  We meet (usually) on 

the second Wednesday of the month from 2:00-

4:30 and play two games of pinochle.  There is a 

refreshment break between the two games.  Two 

players are new to the game and learned quickly 

how to play.  We play as teams, so new players 

often rely on their partner until they get the 

"hang of the game."  Our next meeting will be 

March 14th at the home of Carol Humphries. If 

you are interested in joining us, please call 

Marilou and Fritz at 291-2992 and let us know 

you will be coming. 

 

Call Marilou Schindler 291-2992 for more 

information. 

 

Black 3's Canasta Ladies Group 

 

Canasta Group 
 

The interest in canasta has grown to the extent 

that there are now two canasta groups meeting 

on a regular basis.  One group of eight plays on 

the first Tuesday of the month and the other 

group plays on the fourth Tuesday of the month.  

Each group meets in a member’s home in the 

afternoon.  If you would like to become a 

substitute for one or both of the groups, or if you 

would like to learn, please contact Cynthia 

Tucker, 463-3344, cmtucker@comcast.net. 

mailto:rbtyner@gmail.com
mailto:vatxrok@me.com
mailto:cmtucker@comcast.net
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Fourth Thursday II Book Club 

 

We are a diverse group of open-minded 

thinkers/readers.  Our purpose is to read and 

enjoy literature!  Generally we keep on topic but 

also feel free to introduce relevant (or not so) to 

the discussion such as historical facts, bio 

details, book background, related authors or 

topics, and personal connections.   Being able to 

disagree with something another member has 

stated is an important constant in our 

discussions.  At times we may get off track but 

we always respect the authority of the moderator.  

We usually meet at each other’s homes (host) 

with a moderator, the individual who chose the 

book, leading the discussion. 

 

Contact Mike Quarles quarlestwo@earthlink.net 

 

 

 
 

Fourth Thursday Book Club 

(closed to new members for now) 

 

The Fourth Thursday Book Club will meet on 

March 29th at Sue Whitsitt’s.  Meeting time is 

1:00, as usual. This month’s book is by Jodi 

Picoult, a prolific author with over 14 million 

copies of her books in print world-wide.  We will 

read Small Great Things, a title that stems from 

the Martin Luther King, Jr. quote “If I cannot do 

great things, I can do small things in a great 

way.”  It’s a story of race and prejudice, 

uncomfortably introspective and right on today’s 

headlines.  It’s told from the standpoint of a 

black nurse, a white supremacist and a white 

class-privileged lawyer whose lives are thrown 

together.  Grace Simcoe will lead the discussion. 

 

    
 

Mah Jong 

 

There are five enthusiastic Newcomers in the 

learning phase of the ancient Chinese tile game.  

We are meeting on the second Tuesday of each 

month.  If anyone wants to join the group, please 

contact Maxine McConnell,   540-460-0163 or 

maxine.mcconnell@gmail.com. 

 

 

                  
             Photos: hike to Crab Tree Falls 

 

Hiking Group 

 

The Newcomers Hiking Group hikes 

every Friday weather permitting. If you 

would like to be on the email list, email 

Don Brooke, donbrooke@gmail.com, or 

Debbie Maurer, mountaintoppers@exede.net 

 

 

 

Yoga Group 

 

 

The 

Newcomers' 

Yoga group 

meets 

weekly on 

Tuesday 

mornings at 

8:30 in the 

Fitness Center at Kendal.  The Center is down 

the hill and behind the main building, but we are 

requested to park our cars in the guest parking 

lot, anywhere on the circle.   

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:MJf1.png
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:MJf2.png
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:MJf3.png
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:MJf4.png
callto:540-460-0163
mailto:maxine.mcconnell@gmail.com
mailto:donbrooke@gmail.com
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Our class is appropriate to all levels, and 

individual needs are addressed with 

modifications.  Bring your mat, wear some 

comfy clothes, and join us for an hour of gentle 

stretching, conditioning and strengthening in a 

union of mind, body and spirit.  Please call 

Helen Moore at 850-240-5619 if you have any 

questions. 

 

Bridge 

 

There is no longer an active Newcomers bridge 

group.  However, there is an unaffiliated bridge 

group, in which some Newcomers participate, 

that is seeking new members.  For more 

information, contact Janie Richter at 462-3976. 

 

 

POTENTIAL INTEREST GROUPS 

 

Two new areas of interest are seeking members. 

 

Poker night - 2nd Monday of every month; 

covered dish; 6:30 - 10; opportunity for 

substitutes or if enough interest additional nights 

could be added.  Reply to Bill Stone at 

kingsway807@yahoo.com with "poker" in the 

subject. 

 

Motorcycle day rides; monthly - spring 

/summer/fall. Full day ride with a stop for lunch.  

If interested, email Bill Stone at 

kingsway807@yahoo.com with "motorcycle" in 

the subject. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CALENDAR 

 

MARCH 

  2 Hiking Group 

  6 Canasta   

  6 Yoga 

  7 Club Meeting   

  9 Hiking Group 

13 Mah Jong 

 13 Yoga 

14 Pinochle 

     16 Hiking Group 

20 Yoga 

21 Bunko 

21 Trinity Church tour 

 22 4th Thursday Book Club 

 22 4th Thursday II Book Club 

 22 Bunco 

 23 Hiking Group 

 27 Yoga 

 27 Canasta 

 30 Hiking Group  

 

APRIL 

 

  3 Yoga 

  3 Canasta 

  4 Club Meeting 

  5 Thomas Jefferson’s Poplar Forest  

  6 Hiking Group 

 10 Yoga 

 10 Mah Jong 

 11 Pinochle 

 13 Hiking Group 

 17 Yoga 

 18 Bunko 

 20 Hiking Group 

 24 Yoga 

 24 Canasta 

 26 4th Thursday Book Club 

 26 4th Thursday II Book Club 

 26 Bunco 

 27 Hiking Group 

  

 

mailto:kingsway807@yahoo.com
mailto:kingsway807@yahoo.com

