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[image: image7.wmf]THE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Dear Fellow Newcomers,

I would like to recognize the planning, legwork, and organizational skills of John and Pat Rafferty who were responsible for the highly enjoyable Oktoberfest in late September.  Everything was terrific and the event seemed to flow seamlessly from drinking wine and beer to excellent conversation to eating to more conversation, etc.  I did not see an unhappy face the whole evening.  My sincere thanks to John and Pat for a most enjoyable evening.

Because I think it important to expand the informational value of our newsletter, starting with this issue and under the heading “Rockbridge and Me,” we will feature member contributions citing events, commercial entities, cultural and historic attractions, or other elements which have proven to be rewarding to themselves as newcomers, or maybe not-so-newcomers, to this area.   I solicit your input which should consist of one or two paragraphs describing the importance and/or rewards of the feature or event in making you feel more involved with this community or perhaps even with life in general.  My only caution is that your input must be subjective in nature; in other words, we want to read why the attraction, event, or commercial experience was important and rewarding to you or to your family.  Send you input to me via email, and I will select one article (maybe two) with attribution per newsletter.  See my contribution later in this issue as an example.  Your input is extremely important to our goal of informing others as to the wonders of the region, so please let me hear from you.

Finally, do not overlook the activities planned for the remainder of the year as described later in this issue.  Take advantage of the opportunity to learn more about our area, socialize with your fellow newcomers, and enjoy yourself in the process.  

Cheers,  Mike Quarles
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Newcomers Enjoy Oktoberfest 2011

Food, Music & Fun

More than 50 newcomers gathered at VMI’s McKethan Park on a breezy autumn afternoon on Sunday, September 25, to celebrate the 4th Annual Newcomers Oktoberfest. The Rhein River Inn, Buchanan, VA, furnished seasonal food including chicken, assorted wursts, German potato salad, sauerkraut, and German chocolate brownies. Beer from Blue Lab Brewery in Lexington plus fine wine and soft drinks were provided. Authentic German fest music enlivened the atmosphere.

Oktoberfest co-chairs, Pat and John Rafferty, thank all who contributed to the success of the event including Ted Jenks, VMI liaison; Kate Jenks, nametags; Mike Quarles, drinks; Ed Bauer, music; Bob Kovach, sound; Cathy & Bill Broach, setup; and Connie & Ross Schmoll and Bill & Darin Docekal, cleanup. Also thanks to drinks pourers: Anne & Jerry Plante; Fritz & Marilou Schneider; Pat & Bill Anthony; Ed & Susan Bauer; Joe Skovira; Shelly & Graham Undercoffer; and Jan & Mike White. Also thanks to all those who spontaneously pitched in to complete the cleanup in record time and leave the park clean and orderly. 

MONTPELIER TRIP

After Action Report

What a pleasant way to spend a day.  We are glad we postponed for a nicer day. The tour was wonderful, fun and fact filled! We walked the grounds, the garden, the cemetery, the archaeology lab as well as the 2 mini museums in the visitor center. Well worth the admission and multiple trips as they are constantly adding items to restore the house to Madison's day. We followed up with a meal at Silk Mill Grill.

 

OCTOBER ACTIVITY
CASS RAILROAD TRIP
 

Date:  October 19, 2011  (Wednesday)
[image: image8.wmf]What:  A delightful scenic train trip in the West Virginia Mountains!  The colors are changing and the views will be spectacular!!  Lots of things to see before or after train ride.

Price:  $29.00 per person/seniors 60and up $27.00  Checks made out to Shelley Undercoffer, 21 Grey Dove Rd, Lexington, VA 24450)

  

Time:  Departure time   0815 from Tractor Supply if you are interested in carpooling, the train leaves Cass at 12:00 for Bald Knob and returns to Cass by 4:30      

 

Reservations and payment will be required in advance.  Final date to reserve OCTOBER 9, 2011.  Must have firm commitment.

 

Tips for Trip:  Dress warm, there are two closed, heated cars, however it is first come, first served basis.  Wear dark clothes-steam engines produce soot.  Bring a picnic lunch or you may get a lunch to go from the Last Run Restaurant in Cass at the Company Store, or concession stand at Whitaker Station.  No alcoholic beverages are permitted.  Call Shelley 461-0623 

NOVEMBER ACTIVITY
BLACK FRIARS

Staunton, VA

 

Date:  November 9, 2011  (Wednesday)

 

Price:    $35 for seats with cushion and backs or walls to lean on, seniors 65+ $30 (if you want cheaper seats-benches are $22.      
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What:  HENRY the 5TH, The story of England’s hero-king and of the greatest upset in European military history, Henry V is Shakespeare’s conclusion to his great history plays. More than that, this play – at once touching, heroic, savage, and comic – is Shakespeare’s exploration of the nature of greatness and its connection to theatre.

 

Time:  Play time 7:30.  Departure time for those having dinner in Staunton beforehand, 4:30, from Tractor Supply for those who wish to carpool.

 

Dinner: Mill Street Grill, 1 Mill St., Staunton  5:15

 

Reservations and payment will be required in advance.  Final date to reserve   Monday October 31, 2011.    Call Shelley - 461-0623

 

 

DECEMBER ACTIVITIES
LIBERTY CHRISTMAS PAGEANT

 

More to Follow

 

 

GREENBRIER's

WINTER WONDERETTES

 

Date:  December 13, 2011   (Tuesday)

 

 Price:  $24 Adults/ $21 for seniors

More to follow
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NEWCOMERS
HOLIDAY PARTY 2011

The Greater Lexington Newcomers’ Club will host its annual Holiday Party on Sunday December 11th from 3:00 to 5:00 PM in the View at the Lexington Golf and Country Club.  Cost is $20 per person or $40 a couple.  Payment must be received no later than December 3rd and there are no refunds for cancellations after that date.  Please make checks payable to Greater Lexington Newcomers Club and mail to Cathy Broach, 99 Wild Bluebird Lane, Buena Vista, VA 24416

This is our big social event of the season.  Come and mingle with old friends and make some new.  Please note this is not a dinner, but heavy hors d’oeuvres will be served.  Each person will receive tickets good for two glasses of wine or beer.  Additional drinks may be purchased by the glass.  Other beverages include coffee, tea, and soda.  We look forward to having you join us for this festive occasion.

ROCKBRIDGE AND ME
Submitted by Mike Quarles

Washington and Lee University offers seniors residing in the area the opportunity to audit classes on a space available basis free of charge.   If you have the desire to learn more about virtually any subject in the catalogue, be it art, history, astronomy, natural science, foreign languages, literature, etc, you can take advantage of a very liberal university policy and increase your awareness by challenging your mind in the presence of some of the most talented professors in the country.  Thus far I have audited courses in history, science, and Spanish.  The other day, in a brilliant twelve minute dissertation by Professor Boetsch, I learned how ideas underlying certain master works of 17th and 18th century Spanish artists of the first rank (nearly all of which I had seen in Spain), were combined with the political and social influences of the early 20th century by then-contemporary artists (of which I was mostly unaware) to produce works of immediate relevance.  Art was thus employed as a means of defining the reality and aspirations of everyday Spaniards, but the process made incredibly effective by incorporating the familiar themes of past centuries.  Lots of mental light bulbs went off and my day was made.  

To request attendance for a given course, locate the course in the on-line catalogue (W& L no longer publishes a paper catalogue), identify the professor, and locate his email address in the faculty listing.  Then send the professor a request by email stating your interest and requesting his approval of your attendance as an auditor.  Be sure to give a course title.  This is an outstanding and seemingly underutilized benefit of living in Rockbridge County.
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Membership
Membership dues for the year 2011/2012 must be received by October 15th in order for you to be included in the Newcomers’ Membership Directory, which will go to print in late October for distribution at the November meeting.  If you have not already paid, and wish to remain a member of the Newcomers’ Club, you should send a check in the amount of $25.00, payable to: -
Bill Docekal, Membership Chairperson

91 Reese Ridge Lane 

Lexington, VA 24450.

Include your address, phone number and Email address to be included in the Newcomer’s Members Directory.  If it is the same as last year, just your check will do.  Please do it today so that you can be included in the directory.

Welcome to our newest members joining at our October 5th meeting.


Maxine and David McConnell


22 Haven Oak Ct.


Lexington, VA  22450


540-460-0163


maxine_mcconnell@hotmail.com

Thanks, Bill Docekal – Membership Chair
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FROM THE HISTORIAN:

Please send photos of Newcomers events to our Web Master, Gary Sullivan, who is creating an on line photo album.
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THINKING OF YOU

Members are requested to please keep Jane Stange, our corresponding secretary, informed of any member to whom a card should be sent.  Jane can be reached by email at Pstange@embarqmail.com or 463-2964.
Greater Lexington Newcomers Club

Treasurers Report

9/1/2011 – 9/30/2011

	BEGINNING BALANCE
	
	$1,435.16



	Income


	
	

	Dues : 

     Memberships @ $25.00


	$2,075.00


	

	Oktoberfest Reservations


	 1,375.00
	

	Total Income


	
	 3,450.00
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	$4,885.16

	EXPENSES
	
	

	Rent


	$   60.00
	

	Door Prizes


	120.00
	

	Oktoberfest


	1,343.86
	

	Picnic Decorations


	26.20
	

	Checks


	31.82
	

	TOTAL EXPENSES
	
	$1,581.88

	ENDING BALANCE


	
	$3,303.28


Interest Groups

Interest group participants must be members of Newcomers.  To join an interest group, call or email the contact person
Arts and Crafts
[image: image13.wmf]The Arts and Crafts Group is still in the process of getting started and a Co-chairman is needed. Do you like making crafts or showing others how to craft?  If so this is the Interest Group for you.  Wouldn't it be fun to get together with friends and make something for the holidays?  As Co-chairman you would choose the date and time and the craft.  You also would decide when to meet, once a month, every other month or maybe just four times a year.  If interested, please contact Joan Carson at 463-6994.
Fine Dining Group
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Who doesn't enjoy a social evening over good food and drink?  The Fine Dining group shares three such experiences every year.  Members have the opportunity to host groups of six to eight individuals in their homes.  The host will choose the menu and provide recipes to the participants, who then prepare their chosen dishes.  The cost of food and drink is shared among the participants.

The fall dining groups are now formed and closed but if you wish to participate in this fun experience in the future contact Mary Ellena Ward  at MaryAndJim@Termineigh.com.  It is also possible to sign up as substitutes.  See http://www.lexvanewcomers.org/finedining.html for more detail.
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Couples Bridge #2
Cathy Broach (261-3141)

3rd Wednesday of the month at 7:00 PM.  
October 19 - Nancy & Ron Patrick

November 16 - Cathy & Bill Broach

Barbara’s Bridge Buddies

Ellen Charske 463-7971
Canasta
Canasta meets the fourth Tuesday of each month.  Anyone interested in joining or being a sub, please contact Donna Garnett at dgarnett42@yahoo.com or call 540-784-9322
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Fourth Thursday Book Club 

The Fourth Thursday BC is closed for now. Evelyn Caldwell – 463-9775; ebcaldwell@embarqmail.com
 

Oct. 27 Kafka on the Shore  1:00 pm at Suzanne King’s

Nov. 10 book selections for 2012, tbd

Dec. 8 Tender at the Bon  1:00 pm at Ron Patrick’s  

Fourth Thursday Afternoon Book Club 

The Fourth Thursday Afternoon Book Club will be meeting on October 27, at 1:30 at the home of Glen and Dot Henderson.  The selection is Leap of Faith., Memoirs of an unexpected life by Queen Noor.  Any questions, Doris Greywall, 463-7998, dorisgreywall@hughes.net 

Scrabble #3
[image: image15.jpg]



Carolyn Rapoza has taken over the coordinator’s position for Scrabble. Group #3.  All interested persons should call 540-463-6998 or e-mail at julierapoza@gmail.com. 

 The Hiking Group 
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We hike each Friday, weather permitting.  Most trails are about 3 to 6 miles, many are on the AT and are within an hour from Lexington.  Email notification is usually sent out each Wednesday for the Friday hike.  If you would like to be put on the weekly e-mail list contact one of the hiking leaders. 
Lucy Thornburgh, bthorn@mindspring.com Don Brooke at donbrooke@gmail.com  or Debbie Maurer at mountaintoppers@hughes.net.
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Dining Out
In October the Dining Out group has four outings planned.  Groups will be going to House Mountain Inn in Lexington, Just Kay's in Rockbridge Baths, Pomegranate in Troutville, and the Red Jasmine in Vinton.  As you can see, there are opportunites to participate in locations close by and a little more off the beaten path.  The next outings will be in January - after the holidays.  Please give some thought to hosting a group.  It's as simple as making a reservation for eight for the date, time, and location of your choice.  Even if you chose a place the group has already gone, there are those who haven't been and those who'd like to go again.  It's all about trying new places and meeting new people!  If you'd like to join the Dining Out group and be part of our list, just send Copper Perry an e-mail at skipandcopper@yahoo.com.

 
Wine Tasting Group 
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The first wine-tastings for this year will cover six sparkling wines from five countries. Sixty-seven people will be trying the sparklers at eight different gatherings. The next   tastings will be after New Year’s.
If you have any questions, please contact Paul Miller at 463-4428 paulmiller@embarqmail.com.
Yoga Group
The Newcomers Yoga Group meets each Tuesday morning from 9 to 10 am at the Kendal Fitness Center.  We have 6 to 8 regulars in the group and there is always room for one more. This is a gentle hatha yoga class with emphasis on stretching, conditioning, and core strength, suitable for all levels.  Just wear comfy clothing and come join the fun!  Call Helen Moore (464-1014) if you have any questions
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CALENDAR





OCTOBER





19	Cass Railroad Trip





19	Couples Bridge





25	Canasta





27	4th Thursday Book Club


27	4th Thursday Afternoon Book Club





NOVEMBER





2	General Meeting 10:00 AM





9	BlackFriars Trip





10	4th Thursday Book Club





16	Couples Bridge





22	Canasta





DECEMBER





7 	NO General meeting this month


�





11	HOLIDAY PARTY





13	Greenbrier Trip   
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